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LIFE  OF  SWARTZ. 

(Continued.) 

Mr.  Swartz  paid  great  attention  to  the 
due  celebration  of  divine  worship.  The 
church  *at  Tritchinapoly  was  ninety  feet 
by  fifty,  and  the  new  one  at  Tanjore  was 
built  on  the  same  scale.  Beside  the 
church  at  Tritchinapoly,  which  was  oc¬ 
cupied  chiefly  by  tne  garrison  and  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  the  Malabar  congregation  used 
to  assemble  in  the  large  fort,  where  ma 
jor  Stevens,  a  worthy  friend  of  Mr. 
Swartz,  who  was  killed  before  Pondi¬ 
cherry,  prepared  a  very  convenient  place 
for  their  worship.  But  the  spot  on  which 
he  built  belonged  to  a  Bramin  family, 
which  major  Stevens  endeavoured  to 
discover,  that  he  might  secure  a  right  to 
it;  but  in  vain.  The  family,  however, 
returned,  at  length,  to  the  fort;  and,  re¬ 
fusing  to  sell  the  spot,  “  we  were  in  con¬ 
science  obliged,”  says  Mr.  Swartz,  “  to 
let  them  possess  their  own  property.” 
He  soon  procured  a  gift  from  the  rajah 
of  a  more  convenient  situation;  and  with 
the  aid  of  his  friends,  raised  a  suitable 
place  of  worship  for  his  Malabar  con¬ 
gregation.  It  lay  on  a  rising  ground, 
about  a  mile  from  the  fort.  The  inha- 
tants  lived  around  it.  All  circumstan¬ 
ces  concurred  to  render  this  house  of 
prayer  convenient:  the  situation  was 
healthy,  and  it  was^  remote  from  noise. 
‘‘Blessed  be  God,”  exclaims  Mr. Swartz, 
“  that  we  are  so  agreeably  placed!  May 
He  graciously  vouchsafe  his  blessing, 
that  many  thousands  of  the  poor  Hea¬ 
then  may  hear,  embrace,  and  practise 
the  truth  preached  in  the  midst  of  their 
habitations!” 

The  years  1781,  1782,  and  1783  were 
years  of  famine  and  of  complicated  dis¬ 
tress  and  miserv.  War  raged  in  the 
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peninsula,  and  was  attended  and  follow¬ 
ed  by  such  devastation  and  ruin,  that  all 
former  wars  seemed  trifling  in  compari¬ 
son.  .Some  little  interval  occurred,  but 
the  famine  soon  returned. 

In  September  1783  Mr.  Swartz  writes: 

"  The  last  three  years  have  been 
years  of  sorrow  and  anxiety.  'Yet  we 
nave  no  reason  at  all  to  murmur,  or  to 
find  fault  with  God’s  ways,  which  are 
ever  just  and  equal;  and  the  judgments 
whicn  have  befallen  us  may,  perhaps,  be 
more  conducive  to  the  true  welfare  of 
the  country  than  we  conceive.  This 
year  God’s  fatherly  goodness  has  pre¬ 
served  and  strengthened  us  for  his  ser¬ 


vice. 

His  congregations  greatly  increased  at 
these  times;  many  being  compelled,  he 
feared,  by  the  famine,  to  come  to  him 
for  aid. 

“  Y et,”  says  he,  “  I  have  given  them 
the  necessary  instruction,  and  this  for 
the  space  of  several  months,  during 
which  I  have  also  procured  them  some 
provision,  though  not  quite  sufficient  for 
their  wants,  for  that  was  beyond  my 
power.  The  teachi^  of  them  was  at¬ 
tended  with  much  difficulty  and  fatigue, 
on  account  of  the  great  decrease  of  their 
mental  powers:  yet  I  could  not  per¬ 
suade  myseif  that  it  would  be  consistent 
with  the  will  of  God  to  abandon  these 
poor  people,  many  of  whom  afterward 
died. 

“  The  famine  was  so  great,  and  of 
such  long  continuance,  tlmt  those  have 
been  affected  by  it  who  seemed  to  be 
beyond  its  reach.  A  vigorous  and  strong 
man  is  scarce  to  be  met  with.  In  out¬ 
ward  appearance  men  are  like  walking 
skeletons.” 

Apprehensive  of  the  renewal  of  war, 
Mr^  Swartz  bought  a  quantity  of  rice 
while  the  price  was  moderate,  and  God 
inclined  the  heart  of  some  Europeans  to 
send  him  a  portion  monthly.  With  this 
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food  he  preserved  numbers  from  actual¬ 
ly  perishing,  who  were  lying  about  in 
the  open  roads. 

His  own  feelings  on  these  trying  dis¬ 
pensations  are  expressed  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter. 

“Tanjore,  March  4,  1784. 

“  Dear  Sir — Hitherto  a  gracious  God 
has  preserved,  guided  and  comforted  us. 
Tliis  ought  to  be  our  first  consideration 
in  the  midst  of  all  the  calamities  which 
we  have  experienced.  How  many  dan¬ 
gers"  have  we  escaped!  How/ many  of 
our  fellow^-creatures  fell  on  our  right 
hand  and  on  our  left!  But  God  has  hid 
'  us  under  the  pavilion  of  his  kind  provi¬ 
dence.  The  103d  psalm  should  be  pre¬ 
cious  to  us,  for  it  expresses  and  magni¬ 
fies  all  the  divine  benefits  which  God 
has  so  richly  bestowed  upon  us.  But 
not  only  in  words  ought  we  to  express 
our  gratitude,  but  in  and  by  our  lives. 
Surely  God  deserves  to  be  obeyed  by 
us,  particularly  as  we  only  reap  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  it:  OUT  goodness  extendeth  not  to 
him! 

“  I  heartily  wish  to  see  you;  and  I  en¬ 
tertained  a  lively  hope,  that,  in  my  re¬ 
turn  from  the  Mysore  country,  I  should 
meet  you.  But  God  has  been  pleased 
to  lead  me  by  another  road.  You  know 
that  I  was  desired  to  go  to  Seringapa- 
tam  to  join  the  commissioners.  I  ac¬ 
cepted  the  ofter. 

“  But  I  w  as  stopped  and  detained  ele¬ 
ven  days.  I  wrote  to  Tippoo,  request¬ 
ing  that  he  would  permit  me  to  proceed; 
but  I  got  no  answer.  The  Killadar  was 
ordered  to  let  me  go  back.  So  I  was 
conducted  by  thirty  norses  back  to  Da- 
raburm,  where  our  people  were.  To 
this  day  I  know  not  the,  true  reason  why 
I  was  not  permitted  to  proceed.  One 
said,  it  was  because  Tippoo  would  not 
treat  till  Mangalore  was  in  his  posses¬ 
sion.  Others  entertained  other  conjec¬ 
tures.  I  thank  God  for  his  mercy  and 
providence  over  me.  I  should  have  been 
very  glad,  if  I  could  have  been  an  in¬ 
strument  in  that  great  w  ork  of  peace¬ 
making.  But  who  knows  but  there  might 
have  been  temptations  too  great  for  me! 
I  entreat  God  to  bless  our  commission¬ 
ers  with  wisdom,  resolution,  and  inte¬ 


grity,  to  settle  the  business  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  this  poor  country.  But,  alas!  we 
ourselves  are  so  divided;  so  much  wick¬ 
edness  and  forgetfulness  of  God  every 


where  prevail!  When  I  consider  all, 
high  and  low,  rulers  and  the  ruled,  I  am  ‘ 
struck  with  grief,  and  a  variety  of  pas¬ 
sions.  What  blindness,  insensibility, 
obstinacy,  greediness,  and  rapacious- 
ness!  A  thousanil  times  I  think  with 
myself — ‘  Oh,  my  God!  must  all  these 
people  die?  Must  they  all  appear  before 
the  tribunal  of  Jesus,  the  Mediator  and 
the  Judge?  How  little  do  they  mind 
their  ena,  and  the  consequences  of  their 
lives!’ 

“  My  sincere  wish  and  prayer  is,  that 
you  and  I  may  be  found  true  disciples 
of  Jesus;  and  so  at  last  rejoice  with  him 
eternally. 

I  am  your  sincere  friend. 

(Signed^  “  C.  F.  Swartz.” 

In  April  1784  he  writes:  “We  adore 
the  Divine  Goodness,  which  has  preserv¬ 
ed  my  fellow -labourers  and  me  in  the 
midst  of  calamities.  While  the  sword, 
famine,  and  epidemic  sickness  swept 
away  many  thousands,  we  have  enjoyed 
health,  and  have  been  accommodated 
with  all  necessaries.  May  we  never 
forget  the  various  mercies  which  God 
has  bestowed  on  us!” 

The  fort  of  Tritchinapoly  afforded  an 
asylum  to  many  of  the  surrounding  in¬ 
habitants,  who  fled  thither  to  escape  the 
unrelenting  cruelty  of  the  enemy.  Daily 
did  Mr.  Swartz  labour  with  these  peo- 

rde,  to  turn  them  from  idolatry  to  the 
iving  God. 

“  It  were  to  be  wished,”  he  says,  “  that 
the  country  people,  having  suffered  for 
several  years  all  manner  of  calamity, 
would  consider  the  things  which  belong 
to  their  eternal  w^elfare,  for  which  my 
assistants  pray  and  labour  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  me.  They  readily  own  the 
superior  excellence  of  the  Christian 
doctrine;  but  remain  in  their  deplorable 
errors  for  various  frivolous  reasons.  Still 
I  am  happy  in  being  made  an  instru¬ 
ment  of  Providence  to  instruct  some, 
and  to  warn  others.  Who  knows  but 
there  may  come  a  time,  when  others  may 
reap  what  we  have  been  sowing!” 

How  admirable  the  personal  jnety, 
sound  discrimination,  and  disinterested 
zeal,  discovered  in  the  two  following 

Tanjore,  July  10,  1784. 
My  Dear  Friends — 1  have  been  pre¬ 
vented  by  illness  from  having  the  plea¬ 
sure  of  addressing  you  sooner.  I  can 
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hardly  describe  to  you  the  nature  of  my 
weakness,  I  felt  no  pain,  but  such  a 
relaxation  in  my  frame,  that  speaking, 
walking,  &c,  fatigued  me  greatly*  This 
I  felt  during  April  and  May.  When  we 
were  favoured  with  some  refreshing 
showers,  I  felt  myself  a  little  better.  I 
could  not  write  before,  because  my  hand 
shook  so  that  I  could  not  use  my  pen. 
But  enough  of  this!  Age  comes,  upon 
me:  therefore  1  have  no  reason  to  won¬ 
der  at  weakness.  If  the  mind  be  sound, 
all  is  well:  the  rest  we  shall  quit  wlien 
we  enter  into  the  grave.  That  will  cure 
all  our  indispositions.  On  this  subject  I 
meditate  frequently.  And,  oh!  may 
God  grant  me  grace  to  do  it  more  effec¬ 
tually,  that  I  may  number  my  (perhaps 
very  few)  days.  Eternity  is  an  awful 
subject,  whicn  should  be  continually  in 
our  mind. 

“  I  know,  I  feel  that  I  have  no  righte¬ 
ousness  of  my  own,  whereon  I  would 
dare  to  depend  for  eternal  happiness. 
If  God  should  enter  into  judgment  with 
me,  what  would  become  oi  me!  But  bles¬ 
sed,  forever  blessed,  be  the  adorable 
mercy  of  God,  which  has  provided  a 
sure  place  of  refuge  for  guilty  man!  The 
atonement  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  my  hope,  peace,  life,  and  hap¬ 
piness.  Though  I  am  covered  all  over 
with  sin,  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ 
cleanseth  me  from  all  mine  iniauities, 
and  sets  my  heart  at  rest.  Though  I  am 
a  blind  corrupted  creature,  the  spirit  of 
Jesus  enlighteneth,  cheereth,  and 
strengtheneth  us  to  abominate  all  sin, 
and  to  renounce  the  lusts  of  the  world 
and  the  flesh.  Though  the  day  of  judg¬ 
ment  is  approaching,  the  love  of  God 
comforts  us  so  far  as  to  have  boldness  to 
appear  before  our  Judge;  not  as  if  we 
were  innocent  creatures,  but  because  we 
are  pardoned,  washed,  and  cleansed  in 
the  blood  of  Christ.  Oh!  my  dear  friends, 
an  interest  in  the  atonement  of  Christ, 
and  a  participation  in  the  graces  of  the 
Spirit — these  constitute  a  Christian! — 
these  cheer  and  strengthen  the  heart! — 
these  glorify  God! — these  entitle  and 
cniali^  us  for  heaven!  Let  us  daily, 
therefore,  come  before  God  through  the 
blessed  Jesus.  But  let  us,  at  the  same 
time,  not  neglect  the  second  point,  viz. 
our  sanctification.  Our  time  is  short. 

,  Within  some  days,  I  have  sojourned  in 
this  country  thirty-four  years.  The  end 
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of  my  journey  is,  even  according  to  the 
course  of  nature,  near.  May  I  not  flag! 
May  my  last  days  be  my  best! - Fare¬ 

well!  May  grace,  peace,  and  divine  mer¬ 
cy,  follow  you  at  all  times! 

“  I  am,  my  dear  friends,  your  affec¬ 
tionate  friend  and  servant. 

(Signed)  “  C.  F.  Swartz.” 

‘‘  Tanjore,  Dec.  30,  1784. 

“Dear  Friends — At  present  I  am  so 
far  established  in  health,  that  my  labour 
is  rather  delightful  than  troublesome, 
which  was  not  the  case  in  April  and 
May.  May  God,  who  has  bestowed  so 
many  blessings  on  me,  a  poor  sinner, 
grant  that  the  last  days  of  my  life  may 
be  well  spent;  that  I  may  finish  my 
course  with  peace,  if  not  with  joy! 

“We  are  not  only  allowed,  indeed, 
but  we  are  commanded,  to  rejoice  in  tfw 
Lord.  No  joy  has  so  good  and  firm^a 
foundation  as  that  which  is  to  be  found 
in  the  Lord,  who  has  bought  us,  and 
in  whom  we  are  blessed  with  all  spiritual 
blessings.  But  whoever  wishes  to  re¬ 
joice  in  the  blessings  purchased  for  us 
by  Jesus  Christ,  must  be  in  him,  inti¬ 
mately  united  to  him  by  faith,  renounc¬ 
ing  sin  and  all  the  false  pleasures  of  the 
world.  This  true  union  and  communion 
with  Christ  is  the  source  of  joy,  the  on¬ 
ly  source.  Hence  will  follow  a  willing¬ 
ness  to  love,  ob^,  and  glorify  him  as 
long  as  we  live.  But  if,  instead  of  trust¬ 
ing  in  Christ  and  in  his  consummate 
atonement,  we  rely  on  our  own  virtue, 
and  consequently  try  to  stand  upon  out 
own  foundation,  we  shall  never  enjoy 
one  moment’s  peace  ot  mind.  Our  vir¬ 
tues  and  holiness  are  and  ever  will  be 
imperfect:  we  shall,  therefore,  always 
have  reason  to  confess  before  God; 
thou  wilt  mark  what  is  amiss,  Laid,  who 
shall  stand  before  thee?  Let  us,  there¬ 
fore,  seek  for  pardon,  peace,  and  ioy  in 
Jesus;  and,  having  found  them,  let  us 
be  grateful  and  obedient.  But,  though 
we  should  be  as  holy  as  any  of  the  apos¬ 
tles,  let  us  beware  lest  we  put  our  con¬ 
fidence  in  any  thing  except  the  suffer¬ 
ings  and  atoning  death  of  Jesus  Christ. 

“  In  this  fundamental  article  of  true 
Christianity,  I  like  none  more  than  good 
bishop  Beveridge.  He  forgets  not  to 
raise  the  superstructure  of  a  holy  life; 
but  he  lays  first  the  foundation,  in  a  true 
and  lively  trust  in  Christ,  after  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  Paul.  Read  Philippians,  ch. 
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iii.  In  the  explanation  of  holiness,  arch¬ 
bishop  Tillotson  is  excellent:  but  he 
does  not  so.  well,  so  clearly  establish  the 
foundation  as  Beveridge;  and,  more  par¬ 
ticularly  as  the  first  reformers. 

“  As  to  the  Malabar  church  which  I 
have  been  building  in  the  suburbs,  ge¬ 
neral  Munro  encouraged  me,  by  giving 
me  fifty  pagodas.  But,  when  I  found 
that  the  stones  which  I  needed  for  the 
foundation  cost  twenty-five  pagodas, 
without  chunam,  I  thought  I  should  soon 
stop  my  mill  for  want  of  water.  But 
the  rajah  having  given  me  some  golden 
clothes  from  the  time  of  lord  Pigott’s 
arrival,  lately,  when  the  general  was 
here,  I  took  them  to  the  merchants,  who, 
to  my  most  agreeable  surprise,  valued 
them  at  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  pa¬ 
godas,  so  that  I  could  prosecute  my 
plan  without  interruption.  I  hope  tnat 
God,  who  has  so  graciously  furnished 
me  with  the  means  of  building  a  house 
of  prayer,  will  fill  it  also  with  spiritual 
children,  to  the  praise  of  his  name.  He 
is  strong  who  hath  promised  us  such 
glorious  things.  Read  for  that  purpose 
my  favourite  chapter  of  Isaiah,  xlix.  ver. 
4,  5,  6,  7,  18,  19,  20.  I  cheerfully  be¬ 
lieve  that  God  will  build  the  waste  places 
oj  this  country.  But  should  it  be  done 
after  we  are  laid  in  the  grave,  what 
harm?  This  country  is  covered  with 
thorns;  let  us  plow  and  sow  good  seed, 
and  entreat  the  Lord  to  make  it  spring 
up.  Our  labour  in  the  Lord,  in  his  cause, 
and  for  his  glory,  will  not  be  in  vain. 

am  constantly,  dear  Friends,  your 
obedient  humble  servant, 

(Signed)  “  C.  F.  Swartz.” 

^  (To  be  continued.) 

THEOLOGICAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 

[For  the  Episcopal  Magazine.^ 

TWO  ESSAYS, 

Designed  especially  for  the  Perusal  of 
Students  in  Theology. 

'  ESSAY  SECOND. 

On  certain  Questions  relative  to  the 
Eucharist, 

(Continued.) 

The  second  question  to  be  treated  of 
in  this  essay  is.  Whether  there  be  a  feast 
on  sacrifice  in  the  eucharist? 

The  affirmative  of  this  was  first  stated 
by  the  learned  Dr.  Cudworth,  towards 
the  middle,  of  the  17th  century;  and 


the  late  origin  of  the  opinion  is  a  ground 
of  suspicion  as  to  the  soundness  of  it. 
To  others,  as  to  the  present  writer,  there 
probably  occurs  on  the  first  hearing  of 
it,  the  difficulty  of  conceiving  of  a  feast 
on  the  elements^  without  a  precedent 
sacrifice  of  them.  With  him  the  diffi- 
culty  was  removed,  on  finding  that  the 
manducation  was  spiritual,  having  a  re¬ 
ference  to  the  one  sacrifice  made  once 
for  all.  But  on  this  discovery,  there  oc¬ 
curred  another  difficulty,  arising  out  of 
the  apparent  confounding  of  figurative 
language  with  the  literal. 

To  show  that  the  meaning  of  Dr. 
Cudworth  has  not  been  misrepresented, 
there  shall  be  given  the  following  inter¬ 
pretation  of  it  from  the  reverend  Dr. 
Waterland’s  Treatise  on  the  Eucharist 
He  says  (ch.  11.)  “The  notion  is  this, 
that  the  eucharist,  considered  in  its  spi¬ 
ritual  and  mystical  view,  is  a  feast  upon 
a  sacrifice  (viz.  the  sacrifice  once  offer¬ 
ed  upon  the  cross)  bearing  some  analogy 
to  the  Jewish  sacrificial  feasts,  which 
were  figures  or  shadows  of  this  true  spi¬ 
ritual  feeding.” 

A  similar  view  of  the  meaning  of  Dr. 
Cudworth,  must  have  been  entertained 
by  Dr.  Warburton,  the  very  learned  bi¬ 
shop  of  Gloucester;  when  hd  wrote  his 
celebrated  sermon  against  bishop  Hoad- 
ley’s  “  Plain  Account,”  &c.,  and  in 
support  of  the  theory  of  a  feast  on  sa¬ 
crifice.  Although  this  was  the  object, 
the  bishop  of  Gloucester  uses  the  less 
definite  expression — “  o^  the  nature  of  a 
feast  on  sacrifice:”  which  is  much  the 
same  with  Dr.  Waterland’s  expression 
“  bearing  some  analogy,”  &c.  It  is  not 
here  intended  to  disparage  the  uses 
which  the  bishop  had  in  view.  They 
seem  to  have  been  these  two;  1st.  to 
sustain  the  great  doctrine  of  the  propi¬ 
tiatory  sacrifice  of  Christ;  and  2d.  as 
the  result  of  the  same  moral  and  cir¬ 
cumstantial  consideration,  to  account 
for  the  strong  figure  in  the  words  of  the 
institution — “  This  is  my  body,  and 
this  is  my  blood:”  which  so  aptly  an¬ 
swer  to  the  words  of  the  preceaent  in¬ 
stitution — “  This  is  the  sacrifice  of  the 
Lord’s  passover;”  made  applicable,  by 
divine  command,  to  every  annual  cele¬ 
bration  of  it.  These  are  important  uses, 
and  here  conceived  to  arise  naturally 
out  of  the  circumstances  m  which  the 
Redeemer  stood.  But  if,  as  is  conceiv- 
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ed,  they  are  equally  attached  to  the  sin¬ 
gle  point  of  view  of  the  eucharist,  as  a 
commemorative  ordinance;  there  seems 
no  use  in  loading  the  sulgect  with  a  po¬ 
sition,  the  sense  of  which  is  not  very  ob¬ 
vious  to  the  minds  of  ordinary  worship¬ 
pers;  and  this  at  the  expense  of  intro¬ 
ducing  a  novelty,  not  thought  of  for 
1500  years. 

If  the  doctrine  involved  no  other  con¬ 
sequence,  than  its  being  conceived  to 
place  in  a  strong  light  that  of  the  atone¬ 
ment;  it  might  seem  to  reduce  the  ques¬ 
tion  to  be  merely  one  of  words.  But 
the  maintainers  of  a  feast  on  sacrifice, 
delight  in  stating,  that  in  the  legal  sacri¬ 
fices,  the  eaters  of  them  partook  of  all  the 
benefits  thereto  belonging:  and  that  by 
analogy,  in  the  Christian  sacrifice,  there 
is  a  partaking  of  its  benefits;  among 
which  is  comprehended  the  remission  of 
sins. 

What  were  the  benefits  attached  to 
the  eating  of  the  passover,  or  of  the 
peace-offerings?  In  tne  former  there  was 
commemorated  an  immense  benefit,  be¬ 
stowed  at  the  time  of  the  deliverance 
out  of  Egypt;  and  felt  in  its  consequen¬ 
ces,  through  all  succeeding  ages.  The 
latter  were  devout  acknowledgments 
of  benefits  received.  In  each  case,  the 
worshipper  was  obeying  a  call  of  duty, 
which  cherished  devout  affection,  and 
had  a  beneficial  influence  on  his  religi¬ 
ous  state:  but  in  no  other  way  than  was 
accomplished  by  every  act  oi  obedience 
to  the  commands  of  God. 

As  to  remission  of  sins,  the  said  sa¬ 
crifices  rather  implied  the  worshippers 
to  be  in  a  state  of  acceptance  with  tlieir 
God  and  King.  .  The  most  prominent 
property  of  the  gospel,  is  its  proclaim¬ 
ing  of  pardon  to  the  repenting  sinner: 
but  it  is  difficult  to  perceive,  that  the 
boon  is  more  expressly  covenanted  in 
the  eucharist,  than  in  every  declaration 
to  the  same  effect  by  an  authorized  mi¬ 
nister,  or  even  than  any  scriptural  assu¬ 
rance;  the  proper  state  of  the  recipient 
being  in  each  case  supposed.  That  the 
scriptural  assurance  may  be  the  more 
impressed  by  its  proceeding  from  the 
mouth  of  the  commissioned  minister,  al- 
tliough  not  in  itself  the  more  true  on 
that  account;  and  that  the  impression 
may  be  still  increased  by  the  solemnity 
of  the  eucharist,  it  is  reasonable  to  be¬ 


lieve,  but  they  dift*er  in  grade  only;  and 
there  is  not  a  privilege  of  the  kind,  es¬ 
pecially  attacned  to  the  last  of  them. 
There  is  great  danger  in  such  a  senti¬ 
ment;  as  it  may  encourage  to  sin,  with 
a  view  to  periodical  occasions  of  for- 
iveness.  In  some  persons,  the  effect 
as  been  visible.  It  may  be  said  that 
the  same  abuse  may  be  made  of  the  or¬ 
dinary  assurances  of  forgiveness,  to  the 
penitent.  This  must  be  acknowledged: 
and  certainly  no  gospel  truth  is  to  be 
relinquished,  for  the  avoiding  of  the  dan¬ 
ger.  But  let  it  not  be  enhanced,  by  en¬ 
grafting  an  unauthorized  dogma  on  the 
word  ot  God.  Besides,  the  sensible  pro¬ 
perties  of  a  rite,  solemnly  administered 
at  periodical  times,  may  draw  to  the 
delusion  much  easier,  than  what  is  ad¬ 
dressed  immediately  to  the  understand¬ 
ing.  It  appears  to  the  present  writer, 
that  the  error  here  noticed  is  a  remnant 
of  the  contemplating  of  the  ordinance 
as  answering  to  the  expiatory  sacrifices 
of  the  law.  We  make  a  memorial  of 
the  expiatory  sacrifice  of  Christ:  but  the 
feeding  on  the  emblems  of  his  person, 
rather  likens  the  institution  to  the  pass- 
over  and  the  peace -offerings,  which  pre¬ 
sumed  the  being  in  peace  with  uod. 
Hence  it  is,  that  in  one  of  the  exhorta¬ 
tions  to  the  communion,  the  people  are 
admonished,  that  no  man  is  to  coine 
but  in  full  trust  in  God’s  mercy,  and 
with  a  quiet  conscience.” 

The  third  question  to  be  treated  of  is 
— Whether  the  eucharist  be  a  federal 
rite?  The  affirmative  of  this  seems  to  be 
principally  grounded  on  its  being  first 
presumed  that  the  passover  was  a  fede¬ 
ral  rite:  from  whicn  it  is  thought  to  fol¬ 
low,  that  therefore  the  eucharist,  which 
succeeds  it,  must  be  the  same. 

The  premises  may  be  disputed.  For 
although,  at  the  giving  of  the  law  (Ex. 
xxiv.)  there  was  a  covenant  solemnized 
by  sacrifice;  the  subsequent  sacrifices 
were  acts  of  religious  worship,  perform¬ 
ed  in  virtue  of  that  preceding  covenant. 
But  even  if  the  passover  were  admitted 
to  be  a  federal  rite,  it  would  not  follow, 
that  such  also  is  the  eucharist.  Be  it, 
that  the  one  succeeds  the  other;  and 
that  this  calls  for  an  analogy  between 
them.  It  is  found  sufficiently  in  the  cir¬ 
cumstance,  that  as  the  old  institution 
was  commemorative  of  deliverance  from 
the  bondage  of  Egypt,  the  new  one  is 
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covenanting  anew, 
founded  with  holy  resolution, 


founded  on  our  deliverance  from  sin 
and  death. 

The  object  in  view  in  introducing  the 
doctrine  of  a  federal  rite,  seems  to  be 
the  representing  of  the  ordinance  as  al¬ 
ways  accompanied  by  a  covenant  be¬ 
tween  God  and  the  communicant;  or 
rather,  as  the  gospel  recognizes  but  one 
covenant,  under  which  we  are  brought 
by  baptism,  and  from  the  obligation  of 
which  no  transgressions  can  release  us, 
there  is  rather  fancied  the  language  of 

Let  not  this  be  con- 
at  any 

time  proper,  and  especially  called  for  at 
the  Lord’s  table.  There  is  a  material 
difference,  bet  ween  this  and  covenanting. 
If  we  have  violated  our  baptismal  cove¬ 
nant,  nothing  remains  but  repentance, 
^and  return  to  obedience.  This  notion 
of  covenanting  in  the  eucharist,  like  an 
error  already  treated  of,  has  a  tendency 
to  indulgence  in  sin,  favoured  by  the 
prospect  of  periodical  forgiveness. 

The  student  of  Theology  will  find  the 
subject  very  learnedly  handled  by  Dr. 
Zachary  Pearce,  a  former  bishop  of  Ro¬ 
chester,  in  two  letters  addressed  by  him 
to  Dr.  Waterland,  who  had  published  in 
favour  of  the  opinion  of  a  federal  rite. 
The  letters  are  at  the  end  of  two  vo¬ 
lumes  of  the  bishop’s  works. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add,  that 
there  is  not  a  sentence  to  the  purpose  of 
the  doctrine,  in  any  of  the  institutions 
of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

The  last  question  of  the  essay  is — 
Whether  the  callii^  of  the  eucharist  a 
memorial,  be  a  sumcient  account  of  its 
nature  and  its  uses?  The  affirmative  is 
to  be  here  maintained:  and  considering 
the  importance  of  making  the  subject  as 
clear  as  possible  to  ordinary  under¬ 
standings,  the  advantage  of  thus  simpli¬ 
fying  of  it  must  be  acknowledged,  provi¬ 
ded  it  be  sufficiently  comprehensive  of 
the  truth. 

That  commemoration  is  the  purport 
of  the  command— “  Do  this  in  remem¬ 
brance  of  me,”  will  hardly  be  denied. 
But,  say  some,  we  are  not  to  degrade 
the  ordinance  to  the  character  of  a  bare 
commemoration  of  a  benefactor.  Why 
not,  if  there  be  a  due  apprehension  of 
his  character,  and  of  the  benefit  received 
from  him?  If  any  fall  short  in  these  par¬ 
ticulars,  there  is  fallacy  in  calling  that 
an  imperfect  view  of  4ie  eucharist,  which 


is  rather  an  imperfect  view  of  the  sub. 
ject  of  which  the  eucharist  is  a  memori¬ 
al.  Here  occurs  the  importance  of  at¬ 
tending  to  the  circumstances  in  which 
the  Redeemer  stood,  at  the  moment  of 
the  command;  it  being  at  the  eve  of  his 
propitiatory  sacrifice  for  sin;  when  there 
was  to  cease  an  ordinance,  wherein  the 
great  subject  had  been  prefigured  from 
the  time  of  the  apostacy  in  Paradise;  to 
be  succeeded  by  another,  wherein  the 
same  subject  was  to  be  commemorated 
to  the  end  of  time.  Therefore,  if  there 
should  be  still  insisted  on  the  objection, 
against  the  mere  commemoration  of  a 
benefactor;  let  there  be  at  least  recog¬ 
nized  the  acknowledgment  of  the  im¬ 
mensity  of  the  benefit;  which  is  such  as 
not  to  admit  of  increase  from  any  ap¬ 
pendages,  not  included  in  the  act  of 
commemorating. 

But,  to  pursue  the  analogy  between 
the  passover  and  the  eucharist:  there 
should  be  noticed  concerning  the  for¬ 
mer,  its  agreement  with  the  peace-offer¬ 
ings  in  this  particular,  that  in  each  of 
them,  the  eating  of  the  animals  slain  in 
sacrifice,  was  a  recognizing  of  the  cove¬ 
nanted  mercies  of  the  Great  Being  to 
whom  the  sacrifice  had  been  offered. 
The  same  circumstance  must  be  consi¬ 
dered  as  transmitted  to  the  other  ordi¬ 
nance:  wherein,  accordingly,  in  the 
communion  service,  he  is  thanked  “  for 
assuring  us  thereby  of  his  favour  and . 
good  will  towards  us,  and  that  we  are 
very  members  incorporate  in  the  mys¬ 
tical  body  of  his  son,  which  is  the  bles¬ 
sed  company  of  all  faithful  people.” 
This  is  inconsistent  with  the  fancy,  that 
the  fruit  of  the  eucharist  is  the  remission 
of  sin.  What  does  it  mean?  Is  it  that 
the  worshipper,  approaching  the  table  in 
a  state  habitually  sinful,  goes  from  it  in 
the  enjoyment  of  pardon  just  then  be¬ 
stowed?  This  is  the  very  matter,  oppo¬ 
sed  to  the  analogy  which  has  been  af¬ 
firmed.  But  if  it  be,  that  even  saints 
have  frailties  to  lament,  ajid  transgres¬ 
sions  to  be  forgiven,  this  is  true:  and  it 
is  equally  so,  tnat  the  remedy  is  at  hand 
on  every  occasion  of  public  worship.  If 
it  were  not  the  case,  there  would  be  ab¬ 
surdity  in  the  preparation  of  a  penitential 
confession  in  the  morning  and  evening 
services,  and  in  its  being  made  the 
ground  of  a  declarative  absolution. 

As  well  in  a  pew  in  a  church,  as  at 
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its  holy  table;  and  as  well  in  any  other 
place  as  in  either*  those  who  come  to 
Christ  in  repentance,  “  he  will  in  no 
wise  cast  out.”  On  every  occasion,  all 
depends  on  the  sincerity  of  the  repen¬ 
tance;  or  its  proceeding  from  “  a  new 
heart  and  a  new  spirit,”  to  be  a  living 
principle  of  obedience. 

When  the  twenty-fifth  of  the  thirty- 
nine  articles  affirms,  that  “the  sacra¬ 
ments  are  sure  witnesses  and  effectual 
signs  of  grace,  and  God’s  good  will  to¬ 
wards  us,  whereby  he  doth  work  invisi¬ 
bly  in  us,  and  doth  not  only  quicken, 
but  strengthen  and  confirm  our  faith  in 
him;”  it  is  a  property,  which  they  pos¬ 
sess  in  common  with  whatever  comes 
under  the  name  of  the  means  of  grace: 
it  being  impossible  that  any  such  should 
have  been  ordained,  without  an  intend¬ 
ed  benefit  essentially  necessary  to  the 
design.  If  the  principle  applies  to  ap¬ 
pointed  devotion  generally,  it  may  emi¬ 
nently  be  predicated  of  that  which  is 
the  consummation  of  the  exercise  of 
Christian  piety,  and  wherein  there  is  an 
outward  sign  or  pledge  of  the  grace, 
without  which  we  can  do  nothing. 

With  the  passover  still  before  us,  we 
may  perceive,  that  in  the  eucharist  there 
is  a  profession  made  before  the  world. 
The  Israelites  -were  instructed  to  de¬ 
clare  to  their  children,  and  of  course 
they  declared  to  all,  by  the  act  of  cele¬ 
bration  (  Ex.  xii.  27.)  “  It  is  the  sacrifice 
of  the  Lord’s  passover,  who  passed  over 
the  houses  of  the  children  of  Israel  in 
Egypt,  when  he  smote  the  Egyptians, 
and  delivered  our  houses.”  In  like 
manner,  by  joining  in  the  celebration  of 
the  eucharist,  we  declare  to  the  world 
our  sense  of  our  redemption  from  sin 
and  death  by  the  sacrifice  of  Christ;  and 
consider  the  ordinance  as  creating  a 
bond  of  social  love.  That  in  every  Jew¬ 
ish  institution,  wherein  there  was  a 
feasting  on  the  sacrifice,  it  was  consi¬ 
dered  as  the  cement  of  friendship  among 
the  worshippers,  as  well  as  the  cement 
of  gratitude  to  the  Master  honoured  in 
the  celebration,  is  universally  acknow¬ 
ledged.  Accordingly  the  "beneficent 
tendency  extends  to  the  Christian  pass- 
over;  which,  on  that  account,  has  al¬ 
ways  been  considered  as  the  most  pow¬ 
erful  of  excitements  to  charitable  giving. 
In  the  primitive  churchy  and  to  this  day 
in  the  Episcopal,  not  only  are  alms  col¬ 


lected  at  the  communion;  but  in  the 
service,  they  have  always  been,  and  are 
now  off’ered  as  an  act  oi  piety  to  God,  as 
well  as  of  beneficence  to  our  needy  fel¬ 
low  members  of  Christ’s  mystical  body. 
This  is  in  what  the  rubrics  call  “  the 
oflfertory,”  which  begins  with  the  read¬ 
ing  of  select  sentences  of  scripture". 
Here,  let  it  be  incidentally  remarked, 
that  the  said  name  is  evidence  of  the  re¬ 
ference  of  the  word  “  oblation”  to  the 
elements,  in  no  other  sense  than  that  in 
which  there  are  referred  to  alms.  As  the 
one  is  not  constituted  a  sacrifice,  so  nei¬ 
ther  is  the  other.  % 

From  the  premises  it  is  evident,  that 
there  is  no  small  extent  of  ground  with¬ 
in  that  view  of  the  subject,  which  we  call 
a  memorial.  All  the  particulars  enume¬ 
rated,  are  evidently  within  the  reach  of 
the  command — “Do  this  in  remem¬ 
brance  of  me.” 

But  if  any  further  appendages  should 
be  still  pleaded  for,  under  the  name^of 
“  sacrifice,”  or  “  feast  on  sacrifice,’’  or 


“  federal  rite,”  let  there  be  weighed  the 
rise  and  the  progress  of  these  sentiments, 
and  the  awful  consequences  of  them  on 
the  state  of  the  Christian  world.  When 
in  the  third  century,  the  clergy  began  to 
affect  succession  to  the  name  of  priests 
{Upni)  and  to  the  prerogatives  of  priest¬ 
hood  (lipocrvvf))  it  was  certainly  with  a 
view  to  the  increase  of  piety.  Before 
this,  prayers,  thanksgiving,  and  alms, 
especially  those  offered  in  the  eucharist, 
had  been  figuratively  spoken  of  under 
the  name  oi  sacrifices,  to  which  there 
was  a  motive  in  the  charge  made  by  the 
Heathen  against  the  Christians,  that 
their  religion  excluded  sacrifice.  This, 
charge  would  never  have  been  made, 
and  if  made,  would  not  have  been  met 
by  the  allegation  of  spiritual  sacrifice, 
had  there  been  understood  a  proper  sa¬ 
crifice  in  the  eucharist.  With  priesthood 
and  sacrifice,  altars  came  of  course;  al¬ 
though  labouring  under  the  inconsisten¬ 
cy  ot  occasional  ministrations  in  places 
where  no  altar  can  be  had  recourse  to. 
It  is  common  for  Protestants  to  express 
their  astonishment,  that  the  Christian 
world  should  have  been  brought  to  be¬ 


lieve  in  the  enormous  eiTor  of  transub- 
stantiation.  The  solution,  is  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  above  stated:  and  when  the  advo¬ 
cates  of  the  preparatory  errors  declare 
their  disallowance  of  the  issue,  they 
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may  be,  and  certainly  in  many  instan¬ 
ces  prove  themselves  sincere;  but  are 
sowing  the  seeds  of  the  worst  of  the 
weeds  of  superstition. 

What  should  excite  the  greater  alarm 
at  the  deterioration,  is  the  indiscrimi¬ 
nate  manner  in  which  authors  of  this 
stamp  bring  quotations  from  the  fathers. 
On  a  question  of  any  fact,  in  any  age, 
which,  on  the  supposition  of  its  exist¬ 
ence,  must  have  influenced  the  ha¬ 
bits  of  cotemporary  livers;  the  weight 
of  human  testimony  is  great:  and  if  the 
testimony  go  to  the  point  of  its  being 
handed  down  from  the  immediately  pre¬ 
ceding  age,  the  like  credibility  attaches 
to  this  also.  But  when  the  principle  is 
extended  to  minute  ramifications  of  opi¬ 
nion;  and  when  they  are  supposed  to 
have  descended  precisely  the  same 
through  three  or  four  centuries,  how  ea¬ 
sy  is  the  transition  to  the  notion,  that 
tradition  was  added  to  scripture,  to  be 
the  rule  of  faith  to  the  present^  day! 
These  are  considerations  which  should 
induce  an  inquirer  to  weigh  well  the  in¬ 
trusive  dogmas,  in  all  their  relations. 
They  are  here  called  intrusive:  for  as  to 
the  church  in  which  this  essay  is  design¬ 
ed  to  operate,  it  will  not  be  pretended, 
that  there  is  in  her  institutions  a  sen¬ 
tence,  which  stretches  the  attention  be¬ 
yond  the  bounds  of  a  commemorative 
act.  Whatever  exceeds  these,  should  be 
met  by  the  maxim»— “  Obsta  principiis:” 
which  is  the  design  of  the  present  es- 
say. 

There  is  a  call  on  every  Christian  mi¬ 
nister,  besides  the  adorning  of  his  offi¬ 
cial  character  by  a  temper  and  a  life  cor¬ 
responding  with  it,  to  sustain  in  argu¬ 
ment  the  truth  of  its  heavenly  origin, 
and  the  rights  pertaining  to  it.  But  on 
the  other  hand,  this  is  ultimately  injured 
by  undue  pretensions.  It  has  been  said, 
that  the  undervaluing  of  the  clerical 
character  being  agreeable  to  the  temper 
of  the  times,  we  should  lean,  if  to  any 
extreme,  to  that  of  exalting  it  beyond 
the  precise  point  of  propriety.  It  is  dif¬ 
ficult,  to  say  which  of  the  extremes  is 
the  worst.  But  it  may  be  said,  of  both, 
that,  like  extremes  generally,  they  lead 
to  the  same  result:  it  being,  in  regard 
to  the  present  subject,  that  of  degrada¬ 
tion.  There  are  here  thought  to  be  some 
matters  in  the  treatise  of  Dr.  Hickes, 
which  tend  to  this  effect,  independently 


on  the  positions  which  have  been  dis¬ 
cussed.  What  is  referred  to,  are  such 
passages  as  those  wherein  he  runs  the 
comparison  between  priests  and  princes, 
in  order  to  illustrate  the  transcendent  su¬ 
periority  of  the  former.  As  it  is  the  ar¬ 
tifice  01  some  men  to  have  words  of  hu¬ 
mility  in  their  mouths,  and  the  passions 
of  pride  and  arrogancy  in  their  hearts; 
so  it  may  happen  that  a  man,  from  er¬ 
ror  of  opinion,  shall  run  into  what  are 
here  thought  the  extravagances  of  Dr. 
Hickes,  and  yet  be  a  model  of  Christian 
meekness.  -How  far  this  was^  a  part  of 
the  private  character  of  Dr.  Hickes,  is 
not  here  known.  But  there  is  known  a 
greater  than  he,  who  said  (2  Cor.  iv.  5.) 

We  preach  not  ourselves,  but  Christ 
Jesus  the  Lord,  and  ourselves  your  ser¬ 
vants  for  Jesus’  sake.” 

Another  allurement  to  the  doctrines 
denied,  has  been  in  the  allegation,  that 
they  are  guards -against  schism.  But 
here  again,  extremes  meet  in  the  same 
point,  as  may  be  proved  in  the  case  of 
the  same  Dr.  Hickes.  This  divine  is 
quoted  by  Dr.  Daubeney  (vol.  i.  p.  345.) 
writing  as  follows — “1  would  not  be 
the  best  preacher  that'ever  was,  to  have 
that  accusation  lie  against  me,  which  St 
Paul  drew  up  against  the  Corinthians — 
of  envy,  strife,  schism.”  This  is  well 
said:  but  who  would  have  thought,  that 
the  penman  has  been  one  of  the  leaders 
of  a  schism — the  same  which  took  place 
after  the  revolution  of  1688,  bv  seces- 
sion  from  the  bishops  who  had  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  king  William;  al¬ 
though  there  was  not  pretended  the 
cause  of  heresy?  the  only  cause  recog¬ 
nized  by  the  ‘early  documents  of  the 
church.  What  is  now  said  has  no  bear¬ 
ing  on  the  question  of  the  sincerity  of 
Dr.  Hickes:.  but  it  avails  against  the 
boast  of  his  theory,  as  a  defence  against 
schism.  Neither  is  it  designed  to  im- 

f)each  his  protestantism:  but  it  is  be- 
ieved,  that  if  this  had  not  found  more 
consistent  advocates  than  himself,  and 
those  who  consented  with  them  in  opi¬ 
nion,  popery  would  ha^e  been  the  esta¬ 
blished  faitn  of  England  at  tlie  present 
day.  W.  W* 

POSTSCRIPT. 

On  a  retrospect  of  the  essay,  it  is 
thought  proper  to  guard  against  the  sup¬ 
position,  01  there  being  the  charge  of 
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consent  with  the  Roman  Catholic  church 
in  any  instances  wherein  no  such  mat¬ 
ter  is  professed.  Archbishop  Laud  was 
a  sincere  protestant:  but  his  suspicious 
innovations,  while,  on  the  one  hand, 
they  strengthened  the  cause  of  puritan- 
ism,  on  the  other  hand,  they  favoured  an 
opposite  tendency  ta  the  mass;  so  as  to 
give  some  ground  for  what  is  reported 
to  have  been  said  to  him  by  a  lady  of 
quality;  who,  having  joined  the  Roman 
Catholic  church,  and  being  expostulated 
with  on  that  account  by  the  archbishop, 
saucily  told  him,  that,  observing  his 
grace  and  others  making  rapid  advances 
to  the  pale,  she  was  not  willing  to  be 
distanced.  The  zeal  of  the  archbishop 
to  induce  bowings  to  the  altar,  and  his 
practising  of  them  at  the  consecration 
of  two  churches  in  London,  have  been 
much  noticed.  But  there  was  another 
instance  of  his  fondness  for  this  sort  of 
innovation,  which  has  an  extraordinary 
circumstance  attached  to  it.  It  is  in  the 
seventh  of  the  canons  of  1640,  framed  un¬ 
der  his  auspices;  in  the  seventh  of  which, 
it  is  recommended  to  “  all  good  and  well 
affected  people”  to  do  reverence  at  com¬ 
ing  in  and  going  out  of  church,  as  in  the 
times  of  the  primitive  church,  and  for  ma¬ 
ny  years  of  tne  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth.” 
It  is  well  known  tnat  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lics,  for  the  first  twelve  or  thirteen  years 
of  her  reign,  and  until  forbidden  by  the 
pope,  continued  to  worship  in  the  esta¬ 
blished  churches.  On  their  absenting 
of  themselves,  the  practice  ceased.  Still 
let  it  be  conceded,  that  the  archbishop 
was  a  protestant:  but  it  is  contended, 
that  he  held  opinions  and  favoured  prac¬ 
tices,  which  can  no  otherwise  be  defend¬ 
ed  than  on  anti -protestant  grounds. 

It  is  further  wished  to  disown  the  ap¬ 
prehension,  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
church  will  be  very  considerably  in¬ 
creased,  by  the  growth  of  the  opinions 
against  which  a  dissent  has  been  enter¬ 
ed.  It  may  be  the  issue  in  some  instan¬ 
ces;  which  is  to  be  deplored.  But  in  the 
present  state  of  society,  it  is  rather  to 
be  expected,  that  the  contemplated  opi¬ 
nions  will  occasion  desertions  to  otlier 
protestant  societies;  and  be  as  a  beacon 
to  warn  from  us  those  of  their  members, 
who  might  oAierwise  prefer  our  institu¬ 
tions,  and  be  disposed  to  join  us. 

It  was  not  long  after  the  entrance  of 
the  rejected  theory  into  the  Christian 
VoL.  1. 


I  church,  when  St.  Ambrose,  bishop  of 
Milan,  is  found  expressing  himself  as 
follows: — “  It  is  the  office  of  a  priest  to 
stand  between  God  and  the  people,  and 
to  pray  unto  him  for  the  forgiveness  of 
their  sins,  which  Christ  did,  who  ever 
liveth  to  make  intercession  for  us,  when 
he  offered  himself  upon  the  cross.”  The 
said  eminent  man  seems  to  have  adopt¬ 
ed  the  notions  of  a  sacrifice,  an  altar, 
and  a  priest  (sacerdos)  and  then  to  have 
rationally  concluded,  that  analogy  of  of¬ 
fice  called  for  analogy  of  character.  But 
surely  there  is  nothing  like  it  in  the 
New  Testament;  and  the  whole  scope 
of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  especial¬ 
ly,  is  against  it.  But  the  principle  being 
admitted,  nothing  was  more  natural, 
than  the  making  of  the  liturgical  services 
the  acts  of  the  officiating  priest;  it  being 
understood,  that  even  his  being  heard 
by  the  people  was  not  necessary.  The 
natural  consequence  was  the  use  of  a 
dead  language;  which  might  challenge 
the  advantage  of  being  suited  to  differ¬ 
ent  climes.  This  was  not  the  worst.  The 
discovered  analogy  did  not  apply  to  the 
passover;  in  which  neither  altar  nor 
priest  was  essential.  There  were  these 
in  the  peace-ofterings;  which,  however, 
were  not  expiatory,  as  was  the  passion  of 
the  Redeemer.  The  obvious  result  was 
the  bringing  of  the  eucharist,  as  much  as 
possible,  to  a  coincidence  with  the  sin- 
offering.  This  called  for  another  new 
idea,  r^xpiatory  sacrifices,  were  such 
only  such  as  answered  to  the  saying  of 
St.  Paul — “  Without  the  shedding  of 
blood,  there  is  no  remission  of  sin.” 
Accordingly,  to  give  a  finish  to  the  fa¬ 
bric  of  man’s  iilvention,  there  was  to  be 
no  longer  the  one  offering  of  the  cross; 
but  the  same  body  and  the  same  blood, 
being  literally  and  substantially  those 
of  the  Redeemer,  were  to  be  offered  up 
in  every  celebration  of  the  communion. 
Surely,  what  the  wise  man  says  of  strife 
may  be  said  of  some  species  of  error  of 
opinion,  that  “  the  beginning  of  it  is  as 
when  one  letteth  out  water.”  It  may 
be  small  at  its  source,  and  yet  be  swell¬ 
ed  by  tributary  streams  into  a  torrent. 

The  above  passage  of  St.  Ambrose  is 
given  as,quoted  by  Dr.  Daubeny,  in  p. 
10  of  his  second  volume.  And  benold  an 
instance  of  dangerous  consistency  in 
this  divine,  were  he  says  (p.  313.)  “  she,” 
(the  Church  of  England)  “  considers  the 
K 


78 


On  the  Eucliaiist. 


sacrifice  of  the  Lord-s  supper  to  be  a 
feast  upon  a  sacrifice.”  Where  does  he 
find  it?  But  he  continues  thus — To 
constitute  it  such,  that  which  is  feasted 
on  must  have  been  first  made  a  sacri¬ 
fice,  by  having  been  offered  up  by  a 

f  riest.”  Here  we  see  a  fruit  of  the  novel 
ypothesis  of  Dr.  Cudw^orth.  Dr.  Dau- 
beny  naturally  conceived,  that  the  sa¬ 
crifice  must  be  made,  before  there  can 
be  a  feasting  on  it:  and  what  can  the 
former  be  but  the  elements,  made  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  body  and  blood  of 
Christ?  This  is  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
theory  of  Dr.  Daubeny;  but  others,  with 
the  original  property  of  sacrifice  in  their 
minds,  would  pursue  the  series  of  sen¬ 
timent  further;  and  at  last  lose  sight  of 
the  elements,  in  the  tenet  of  transub- 
staniiation. 

In  which  of  the  institutions  of  the 
Church  of  England,  does  the  officiating 
minister,  according  to  the  recited  re¬ 
presentation,  stand  between  God  and 
tlie  people,  and  pray  to  him  for  the  for¬ 
giveness  of  their  sins?  There  is  not  a 
prayer  in  which  the  minister  is  not  ra¬ 
ther  the  leader  of  the  people,  who  are 
supposed  to  follow  him  in  wnat  he  sends 
up  to  the  throne  of  grace.  The  vocal 
addition  of  “Amen,”  is  a  retrospective, 
assent;  the  prayer  itself  being  in  the 
plural  number,  and  supposed  to  be  as¬ 
sented  to  all  along. 

The  same  author,  in  the  same  para- 

fraph,  notices  with  approbation  the 
cotch  Episcopal  Church,  because  of 
her  forming  of  her  communion  service 
on  the  model  of  the  first  book  of  com¬ 
mon  prayer  of  Edward  VI.  As  she  has 
been  followed,  in  this  matter,  by  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  these  states;  it  may 
be  proper  to  guard  against  the  supposi¬ 
tion,  of  its  being  objected  to  in  this  es¬ 
say.  The  offering  to  God  of  the  bread 
and  the  wine,  as  representative  of  the 
body  and  the  blood  of  Christ,  but  under 
the  proper  name  of  elements,  is  no  more 
a  sacrifice,  than  the  offering  either  of 
alms  or  of  praise.  It  is  an  edifying  act; 
and  ought  not  to  be  objected  to,  merely 
on  account  of  its  being  sometimes  asso¬ 
ciated  with  errors,  vmich  spring  from 
another  root. 

Let  the  student  of  theology  be  aware 
that  if  these  errors  have  made  their  ap¬ 
pearance,  now  and  then,  in  some  author 
of  the  ministry  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 


land;  her  most  esteemed  divines,  from 
the  reformation  to  the  "present  day,  es¬ 
pecially-  those  who  have  made  the  eu- 
charist  their  subject,  are  free  from  the 
reproach. 

In  a  late  work  of  Dr.  Milner,  a  pro¬ 
minent  Roman  Catholic  bishop  of  Eng¬ 
land  (part  iii.  p.  96.)  he  remarks  on  what 
he  thinks  the  inconsistency  of  the 
Church  of  England,  because  she  has 
priests  and  no  sacrifice — altars,  but  no 
victims.  How  Dr^  Hickes  or  Dr.  Dau¬ 
beny  could  reconcile  this  alleged  incon¬ 
sistency,  is  not  here  conjectured.  The 
church  might  say — “  I  have  tables  and 
not  altars.  I  iiave  priests,  as  answering 
to  the  ‘TTpstr^vrepovq  of  the  New -Testa¬ 
ment;  and  not,  as  with  you,  to  tepefy  and 
sacerdotes.  And  I  know  of  no  sacrifice 
or  victim,  except  in  the  offering,  which, 
according  to  St.  Paul,  Heb.  ix.  28,  was 
offered  once  for  all,  and  of  which  there 
is  a  memorial,  figuratively  a  sacrifice, 
in  the  eucharist.” 

The  Roman  Catholic  advocate  of  the 
contradicted  doctrines,  has  a  great  ad¬ 
vantage  over  the  protestant  defender  of 
them.  The  latter  is  forbidden  by  his 
church  to  set  u[i  any  rule  of  faith,  other 
than  that  of  scripture;  although  she  al¬ 
lows  him,  on  the  ground  of  moral  evi¬ 
dence,  to  bring  the  testimony  of  what 
obtained  in  the  earliest  ages,  as  expla¬ 
natory  of  the  rule.  On  the  contrary,  the 
Roman  Catholic  alleges,  that  the  tradi¬ 
tion  of  his  church,  at  the  present  day, 
must  have  come  from  the  beginning; 
because  propounded  as  part  of  the  rule 
of  faith.  He  w  ill  even  trace  his  tradi¬ 
tion,  as  far  back  as  to  the  fourth  century, 
a  portion  of  tinie,  which  the  protestant 
will  be  too  apt  to  cite  as  on. a  level  with 
an  earlier  period;  the  testimony  of  this 
making  against  them  both.  Can  there 
be  any  wonder,  that  under  such  an  ap¬ 
proximation  to  the  Roman  church,  con¬ 
sistency  should  bring  within  its  pale? 

The  writer  of  these  two  Essays  takes 
occasion  to  lament,  that  the  episcopal 
clergy  in  general,  are  in  the  disuse  of  a 
ceremony,  enjoined  on  them  by  the  2nd 
rubric,  after  the  sentences  in  the  com¬ 
munion  service — the  placing  of  the  un¬ 
consecrated  elements,  with  uie  pecunia¬ 
ry  contributions,  on  the  table,  by  the  of¬ 
ficiating  minister;  who,  in  so  doing,  is 
evidently  considered  as  performing  a 
religious  act.  The  elements  are  an  ob- 
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lation,  before  the  prayer  of  consecra¬ 
tion:  the  offertory  having  been  begun 
with  the.  reading  of  the  sentences,  as  is 
recognised  in  "the  rubric  immediately 
before  them.  Had  the  elements  been 
considered  as  a  sacrifice  in  the  strict  and 
proper  sense,  they  would  have  been  sup¬ 
posed  to  take  that  character  in  the  pray¬ 
er  of  consecration,  at  the  repetition  of 
the  words  of  the  divine  ordainer  of  the 
eucharist.  That  the  change  taken  place 
at  this  moment,  is  the  opinion  of  Roman 
Catholics. 

In  regard  to  the  more  than  decent  ce¬ 
remony  enjoined  by  the  two  rubrics,  af¬ 
ter  the  sentences,  it  is,  undeniably,  a 
following  of  what  was  practised  in  those 
early  ages  of  the  church,  in  which  there 
was  a  or  side  table,  as  a  place 

of  deposit  of  the  elements,  where  they 
remained  until  they  were  designed  to  be 
placed  on  the  table,  by  the  minister. 

W.  W. 


[For  the  Episcopal  Ma^zine.} 

Among  the  many  cavils  of  modern 
unbelievers,  is  their  vaunting  assertion, 
that  the  Christians  of  the  first  ages  were 
little  known  or  noticed  by  the  most  ce¬ 
lebrated  heathen  writers.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  like  many  other  of  their  unfound¬ 
ed  paradoxes,  can  only  impose  upon  il¬ 
literate  persons.  The  following  are 
some  of  the  many  instances  which  might 
be  alleged  to  show  the  disingenuous  I 
spirit  of  unbelieving  philosophists. — ! 
Lnder  the  emperors  Valerianus  and 
Gallienus,  about  the  middle  of  the  third 
century,  lived  the  famous  critic  Longi¬ 
nus,  who  speaks  of  the  Jewish  lawgiver 
as  an  extraordinary  man,  and  extols 
part  of  his  description  of  the  creation 
as  a  noble  instance  of  the  true  sublime. 
There  is  a  fragment  also  at  the  end  of 
bishop  Pearce’s  edition  of  this  author, 
which  bears  the  same  honourable  testi¬ 
mony  to  the  eloquence  of  St.  Paul;  for 
he  is  there  ranked  with  Demosthenes, 
Lysias,  and  other  great  orators,  and  said 
to  be  the  eminent  leader  of  a  sect,  whose 
doctrine  was  not  of  the  demonstrative 
kind.  It  must  be  mentioned,  however, 
that  Fabricius  and  other  learned  men, 
have  suspected  that  this  last  clause  of 
the  fragment  has  been  added  by  some 
over  zealous  Christians.  But  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  Amelius,  Longinus’s  fellow- 


student,  to  the  truth  and  excellence  of 
St.  John’s  doctrine  does  not  seem  liable 
to  the  same  suspicions.  His  words  are^ 
quoted  by  Eusebius  where  he  says— 
“  moreover  Amelius,  a  celebrated  philo¬ 
sopher  among  the  moderns,  and  g  great 
admirer  of  the  platonic  philosophy, 
though  he  has  not  mentionea  the  evan¬ 
gelist’s  name,  bears  testimony  to  his 
doctrine,  saying  in  these  very  words:— 
‘  and  this  plainly  was  the  Logos,  or 
Word,  by  whom,,  being  eternal,  were 
made  all  things  that  are,  as  Heraclitus 
also  would  allow;  and,  indeed,  the  same 
whom  the  Barbarian  asserts  to  have 
been  in  the  rank  and  dignity  of  a  first 
cause,  and  to  be  with  God,  and  to  be 
God,  by  whom  all  things  were  made, 
and  in  whom  everything  that  was  made 
has  its  life  and  being;  who  descending 
into  body,  and  putting  on  flesh,  took 
the  form  of  man,  though  even  then  he 
gave  proof  of  the  majesty  of  his  nature; 
nay,  and  after  his  dissolution  he  was 
deified  again,  and  is  God,  the  same  he 
was  before  he  descended  into  body  and 
flesh,  and  man;’  ” — Prop.  Ev.  1.  ii.  c.  1 9. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  by  “  the 
Barbarian”  he  means  St.  John  the 
Evangelist,  and  that  he  is  so  styled  be¬ 
cause  he  was  not  a  native  of  Greece. 
But  it  is  not  in  Eusebius  only  that  this 
passage  is  found.  It  is  quoted  also  at 
full  length  by  Cyril  of  Alexandria  and 
Theodoret.  St.  Austin  seems  to  allude 
to  the  same  person,  when  he  says  nui- 
dam  philosophus,”  a  certain  philosopner 
admired  the  beginning  of  St.  John’s  gos¬ 
pel,  and  said  it  deserved  to  be  written 
in  letters  of  gold,  and  to  be  set  up  in 
eve^  church.  Be  cic:  Dei,  I.  x.  c.  29. 
St.  Basil  also  plainly  hints  at  the  same 
in  these  words: — “  I  have  known  many, 
who  are  aliens  from  the  word  of  truth, 
and  boast  of  their  worldly  wisdom,  who 
have  admired  this  text,  and  have  also 
dared  to  insert  it  in  their  own  writings.” 
Horn.  16.  From  the  testimony,  there¬ 
fore,  of  the  most  learned  and  pious  of 
the  early  Christian  writers  it  appears 
that  the  pagan  philosophers  of  their  day 
were  no  strangers  to  the  doctrines  of 
Christianity,  /and  every  candid  mind 
will  surely  determine,  whether  in  the 
eye  of  unprejudiced  reason,  this  testi¬ 
mony  should  not  greatly  overbalance 
the  assertions  of  modern  infidelity. — I 
will  conclude  with  an  observation  of  Dr. 
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Lardner  on  this  subject:  vol.  ii.  p.  99.— 
It  may  be  reckoned  somewhat  remark¬ 
able,  that  from  the  school  of  Plotinus 
we  have  so  many  testimonies  to  Chris¬ 
tianity.  One  of  his  disciples  was  Por¬ 
phyry,  who  wrote  so  learnedly  and  bit¬ 
terly  against  the  Christians.  Amelius, 
just  quoted,  who  had  read  St.  John’s 
gospel,  was  another  of  the  same  school, 
‘^and  Longinus  was  well  acquainted  with 
those  two  disciples,  and  their  master 
Plotinus.  I  think  it  may  be  hence  con¬ 
cluded  that  the  learned  of  that  time  had 
some  knowledge  of  the  Christians;”  or 
rather  that  we  should  infer  from  the  ex¬ 
plicit  authority  of  the  Christian  fathers 
above  cited,  that  this  knowledge  was 
very  general  among  them. 
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JVb.  3. 

Roges  me,  quid,  aut  quale  sit  Deus?  Auctore  utar 
Simonide,  de  quo  cum  qusesiviset  hoc  idem  tyranuus 
Hiero,  deliberandi  sibi  unum  diem  postulavit:  cum 
idem  ex  eo  postridie  quaereret,  biduum  petivit: 
cum  saepius  duplicaret  numerum  dierum,  admirans- 
que  Hiero  requireret,  cur  ita  faceret:  quia,  quanto 
inquit,  diutius  considero,  tanto  res  mibi  videtur  ob- 
scurior. — Cicero  de  .Yat,  Deorurn,  lib.  i. 


According  to  the  account  above  given 
by  Cicero,  the  tyrant  Hiero  demands  of 
Simonides  to  give  him  some  idea  of  what 
kind  of  being  God  is,  and  Simonides  re¬ 
quires  a  day  to  reflect  upon  the  subject 
before  he  returns  his  answer.  When  the 
day  has  elapsed  and  the  tyrant  expects 
his  answer,  the  poet  requires  two  days 
more,  and  so  continues  to  double  tne 
number  of  days,  until  the  astonished 
Hiero  inquires  the  reason  of  this  singu¬ 
lar  delay;  when  Simonides,  at  length, 
exclaims,  the  more  I  consider  the  sub¬ 
ject  the  more  obscure  does  it  appear. 

The  question  which  we  would  raise 
from  this  passage,  with  a  view  to  fur¬ 
ther  the  object  of  these  dissertations,  is 
this:  should  it,  in  the  smallest  degree, 
have  shaken  the  belief  of  Simonides  or 
Hiero.  in  the  existence  of  a  God,  be¬ 
cause,  when  he  attempted  to  form  a 
clear  and  adequate  conception  of  the 
divine  nature,  he  found  alt  his  powers 
fail  him  and  his  most  strenuous  efforts 
abortive?  Surely  not.  There  is  no  mind 
not  blinded  by  error  or  vitiated  by  false 
science,  which  cannot  perceive  that  it  is 
one  thing  to  be  convinced  of  the  exist¬ 


ence  of  a  Creator  and  a  totally  different 
one  to  comprehend  the  nature  of  such  a 
being,  and  form  distinct  and  adequate 
ideas  of  his  character.  This  reflection 
naturally  conducts  us  to  the  third  rule 
of  reasoning  which  we  would  prescribe 
in  theology;  that  when  once  a  doctrine 
has  been  settled  by  an  authentic  revela¬ 
tion,  it  forms  no  sufficient  argument 
against  its  truth,  that  by  the  exercise  of 
our  limited  faculties,  we  are  unable  to 
comprehend  it.  There  is  the  greater  ne¬ 
cessity  for  adverting  to  a  rule  of  this 
kind,  because,  as  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
from  a  want  of  due  attention  to  it,  have 
originated  as  much  misapprehension 
anti  error  in  matters  of  religion,  as  well 
as  direct  hostility  to  its  doctrines,  in  the 
minds  of  reflecting  men  too  who  have 
have  not  sufficiently  weighed  the  whole 
matter,  as  in  any  other  source  whatever. 
Mankind  do  not  sufficiently  discrimi¬ 
nate  two  things  that  are  entirely  dis¬ 
tinct  from  ea^  other;  the  evidence  by 
which  our  understandings  are  convinced  j 
of  any  truth  and  our  capacity  thorough¬ 
ly  to  comprehend  it.  And  yet  what  pro-  | 
cess  is  more  familiar  in  science,  than 
by  a  complete  induction  of  facts  to  ar¬ 
rive  at  a  perfect  certainty  of  the  exist¬ 
ence  of  those  agents  and  principles  in 
the  physical  and  moral  world  which 
elude  all  our  attempts  to  ascertain  their 
nature?  What  do  we  know  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  electricity,  magnetism,  and 
even  that  of  gravity  itself,  upon  whose 
influence  depend  so  many  of  the  most 
familiar  phenomena  of  nature  as  well  as 
those  which  are  the  most  interesting 
and  sublipie?  Matter  and  mind-are  the 
two  substances  with  which  we  are  daily 
conversant,  and  yet  the  deepest  philoso¬ 
phy  cannot  disclose  to  us  more  than 
their  properties  and  operations,  while 
their  intimate  essences  or  natures  re¬ 
main  forever  unrevealed  to  our  most  ea¬ 
ger  curiosity.  Of  the  soul,  mind,  or  ra¬ 
tional  substance  within  us,  with  all  the 
perspicacity  and  deep  research  of  which 
we  suppose  ourselves  capable,  what  do 
we  know?  We  believe  upon  good  rea¬ 
son,  and  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Aris¬ 
totle  and  the  ancients,  wno  supposed  it 
divided  into  two  principles,  me  sensi¬ 
tive,  and  the  rational,  or  what  the  Sta- 
gyrite  denominates  the  passive  intelli¬ 
gent,  and  the  active  intelligent,  that  it 
IS  a  single  and  indivisible  principle;  and. 
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moreover,  that  it  is  diametrically  oppo¬ 
sed  in  its  nature  and  properties  to  all 
possible  combinations  of  matter,  but  far¬ 
ther  than  this  the  knowledge  of  no  hu¬ 
man  being  can  extend.  We  are  consci¬ 
ous  that  this  internal  principle  thinks, 
imagines,  reasons,  hopes,  fears,  and  per¬ 
forms  all  thos'e  operations  which  are  re¬ 
garded  as  acts  of  our  minds,  but  if  we 
were  required  to  give  distinct  and  ade¬ 
quate  ideas  of  its  nature,  like  Simonides, 
we  should  be  compelled  to  exclaim,  after 
the  most  painful  and  protracted  effort  of 
attention,  the  more  we  reflect  upon  the 
subject  the  more  obscure  does  it  appear, 
or  with  the  philosopher  of  whom  a  simi¬ 
lar  demand  was  made,  in  reference  to 
time,  “  si  non  rogas  intelligo,”  if  you 
ask  me  no  questions,  I  understand  it.  I 
And,  in  fact,  to  place  the  matter  in  a 
still  more  strong,  though  not  less  indis¬ 
putable  point  or  light,  in  what  may  be 
summed  up  the  whole  province  ana  ob¬ 
ject  of  that  philosophy  which  directs  its 
attention  to  the  interpretation  of  na¬ 
ture,  and  whose  discoveries  are  the  boast 
of  human  reason  and  the  fruitful  source 
of  so  many  advantages  and  blessings  to 
our  race?  In  ascertaining  tliose  agents 
or  principles  in  nature  that  operate  to 
the  production  of  their  several  eflects, 
and  in  developing  the  laws  by  which 
those  agents  operate.  But  when  we 
would  venture  still  further  upon  the 
deep  of  knowledge,  and  endeavour  to 
determine  the  natures  of  those  princi¬ 
ples  or  penetrate  into  the  occult  powers 
or  virtues  which  enable  them  to  produce 
their  several  eflects,  we  find  that  we  are 
transported  beyond  our  depth  and  lanch- 
ed  into  an  abyss  which  is  to  us  unfathom¬ 
able.  We  daily  approach  the  fire  and 
it  warms  us,  we  inhale  the  atmosphere 
and  we  live,  we  take  food  for  our  suste¬ 
nance  and  our  bodies  are  supported;  but 
do  we  know  the  nature  of  that  singular 
element  called  fire,  or  in  what  manner 
it  warms  our  bodies  and  melts  lead, 
how  the  air,  by  passing  through  our 
lungs,  supports  life,  or  by  what  means 
it  happens  that  food  nourishes  and  sus¬ 
tains  our  bodies?  Nature  abounds  with 
mysteries  which  no  human  understand-* 
ing  ever  has  unravelled  or  ever  will.  It 
is  no  inconsiderable  attainment  made  in 
human  science,  when  we  have  learned 
accurately  to  determine  the  limits 
which,  by  the  unalterable  decree  of 


Heaven,  are  set  to  our  faculties;  what 
things  are  proper  objects  of  inquiry  and 
what  are  inaccessible  to  all  our  research¬ 
es.  To  commence  our  pursuit  of  know¬ 
ledge  with  a  just  conception  of  this  mat¬ 
ter,  is  the  only  effectual  preparation  for 
our  future  successful  prosecution  of  it; 
and  without  this,  we  shall  be  perpetual¬ 
ly  liable  to  expose  our  powers  to  a  con¬ 
test  with  truth  and  nature  to  which  they 
will  prove  unequal,  or  entangle  our¬ 
selves  in  labarynths  from  which  we  can 
never  be  extricated — And,  in  truth,  in 
what  but  just  conceptions  of  the  exact 
limits  which  are  prescribed  to  the  hu¬ 
man  mind,  consists  the  distinction  be¬ 
tween  the  ancient  and  the  modern 
schools  of  philosophy?  It  was  from  the 
want  of  a  right  comprehension  of  this, 
that  ancient  philosophers,  instead  of 
consulting  nature  and  becoming  the 
faithful  intei'preters  of  her  signs,  wasted 
so  much  of  their  time  and  pains,  in 
spinning  ingenious  hypotheses  out  of 
tneir  own  brain  that  led  to  no  important 
results;  and  that  the  schoolmen,  in  af¬ 
ter  ages,  with  still  more  fruitless  indus¬ 
try,  exhausted  all  their  intellectual 
strength  and  adroitness  in  an  idle  and 
endless  war  of  words  with  each  other — 
And  when  Bacon,  with  so  much  learning, 
eloquence,  and  zeal,  recommended  and 
introduced  his  new  method  of  investi- 

fation,  denominated  his  induction,  what 
id  he,  but  bring  mankind  back  to  a 
sense  of  the  natural  insufficiency  of  hu¬ 
man  reason  to  a  contest  with  the  gigan¬ 
tic  strength  of  nature,  and  refer  them  to 
the  aids  of  observation  and  experience, 
which  alone  could  support  the  feeble¬ 
ness  of  their  own  powers,  and  conduct 
them  in  safety  through  the  devious  tracks 
and  immeasurable  wilds  of  truth  and 
knowledge?  In  prosecuting  our  research¬ 
es  into  nature,  why  are  we  compelled 
to  undergo  the  drudgery  of  a  nice  and 
accurate  observation  of  facts  and  to 
build  all  our  conclusions  only  upon 
them?  Evidentlv  because  we  are  unable 
to  penetrate  into  the  natures  of  those 
agents  or  principles  that  operate  to  pro¬ 
duce  eflects  or  ascertain  the  secret  vir¬ 
tues  or  powers  they  possess,  which  ena¬ 
ble  them  thus  to  act  on  each  other.  Hav¬ 
ing  recourse,  therefore,  to  the  method  of 
induction,  as  a  vehicle  of  information, 
is  a  virtual  acknowledgment  of  the  im¬ 
becility,  of  our  powers,  and  the  indispen- 
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sable  necessity  of  adventitious  aid,  to 
convey  us  safely  on  the  road  towards 
truth  and  certainty. 

Let  it  not  be  alleged,  from  a  review 
of  the  foregoing  observations  that,  di¬ 
vines  decry  and  depress  reason  with  a 
view  to  exalt  revelation,  and  preclude 
mankind  from  the  unrestrained  exercise 
of  that  power  which  is  the  noblest  pre¬ 
rogative  of  their  nature.  The  allegation 
is  entirely  unfounded.  Divines  wish  to 
confine  reason  in  its  exercise,  only  with¬ 
in  tliat  spliere  to  which,  as  we  have  seen, 
it  is  circumscribed  by  the  maxims  of  a 
just  philosophy.  They  would  subject  it 
to  no  other  restraints  but  those  to  which 
it  is  unalterably  subjected  by  the  laws 
of  God  and  nature.  As  it  is  the  part  of 
a  just  philosophy  to  guard  against  an 
abuse  of  reason,  by  attempting  to  pene¬ 
trate  into  mysteries  to  which  its  dim  and 
feeble  lights  are  evidently  incompetent; 
so  is  it  also  that  of  a  just  theology,  which 
is  nothing  more  than  a  divine  phiioso- 1 
ph'y.  It  is  not  from  the  legitimate  exer-^ 
cise  of  reason,  but  from  its  abuse,  not 
from  solid  learning,  but  that  which  is 
superficial,  that  religion  has  any  thing 
to  apprehend.  In  a  state  of  simple  ig¬ 
norance,’’  says  Warburton,  “  men  hard¬ 
ly  get  so  far  as  into  the  confines  of 
doubt;  which  was  their  case  before  the 
resurrection  of  letters.  Superficial  know¬ 
ledge  soon  brings  them  thither,  and  sup¬ 
plies  them  witn  many  shallow  objec¬ 
tions  against  religion:  and  this  has  been 
the  state  of  things  ever  since.  And 
the  vanity  that  accompanies  learned 
pursuits  being  stronger  and  more  un¬ 
checked  in  the  entrance  to  science  than 
in  the  more  advanced  stages  of  it,  as 
having  but  little  of  that  conscious  igno¬ 
rance  to  counterbalance  it,  which  in¬ 
creases  in  proportion  to  our  progress, 
the  doubts  and  objections  of  the  half- 
learned  will  soon  terminate  in  settled 
infidelity.”  That  man  must  have  made 
very  insignificant  advances  in  wisdom 
and  knowledge,  indeed,  who  has  not 
learned  the  lesson,  that  there  are  many 
things  of  which,  while  he  remains  in  the 
present  state  of  being,  he  must  be  con¬ 
tented  to  rest  in  entire  and  insuperable 
ignorance,  and  many  truths,  which,  al¬ 
though  he  firmly  assents  to  them,  he 
shall  never  be  able  to  comprehend.  And 
yet,  I  suspec^  if  the  matter  could  be 
nicely  scrutinized  and  sifted,  it  would 


be  found,  that  most  of  those  who  are  the 
enemies  of  revealed  religion,  are  per¬ 
sons  who,  passing  out  of  a  state  of  sim¬ 
ple  ignorance,  have  stopped  short  in 
their  progress  towards  knowledge  be¬ 
tween  the  point  in  which  doubts  com¬ 
mence  and  that  in  which  the  important 
truth  we  have  stated  is  feelingly  recog¬ 
nized  and  acknowledged.  They  had  im¬ 
bibed  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel  along 
with  their  mother’s  milk,  and  in  the 
early  periods  of  life,  had  been  in  the  ha¬ 
bit  OT  regarding  them  as  undeniable 
truths.  As  theiryears  advance,  and  rea¬ 
son  becomes  more  mature,  objections 
present  themselves  against  those  doc¬ 
trines  which  had  never  occurred  to  their 
minds  before,  and  the  answers  to  which 
are  unknown  to  them,  some  tenets  of 
the  faith  appear  incomprehensible,  and 
they  have  not  advanced  far  enough  in 
thinking  to  discover,  that  these  truths 
are  no  less  credible  from  being  incom¬ 
prehensible,  they  begin  to  be  staggered 
in  their  faith,  and  not  having,  perhaps, 
time  and  opportunity  thorou^ly  to  can¬ 
vass  the  proofs  of  revealed  religion,  they 
become  sceptics  and  deists;  and  should 
the  temptations  of  pleasure  and  the  im¬ 
pulses  of  the  passions  lend  their  aid  to¬ 
wards  completing  their  apostacy  and 
render  it  at  once  tlieir  inclination  and 
interest  to  disbelieve,  they  add  to  their 
infidelity  dissolute  habits  and  manners. 
This  is  the  track,  I  suspect,  or  some¬ 
thing  similar  to  this,  through  which  have 
passed  most  of  those  who  have  made 
themselves  wise  above  what  is  written, 
and  allowed  themselves  to  be  spoiled 
by  a  false  philosophy.  Shallow  draughts 
in  theological  learning,  as  well  as  in 
that  which  is  purely  human,  intoxicate 
the  brain  and  lead  men  to  deism,  while 
deeper  drinkings  bring  them  back  to 
revelation.  It  ought  to  have  some  weight 
with  persons  of  this  description,  to  in¬ 
form  them,  that  if  they  abandon  their 
early  faith  because  they  meet  with  diffi¬ 
culties  as  to  the  evidence  by  which  it  is 
supported,  and  incomprehensible  tene^ 
in  that  system  of  divine  truth  compri¬ 
sed  in  it;  a  similar  mode  of  procedure 
would  drive  them  from  natural  religion 
into  the  blankest  atheism  and  exclude 
them  from  all  the  pursuits  of  philoso¬ 
phy^  There  is  scarcely  a  single  branch 
of  science  cultivated,  where  like  diffi- 
1  culties  and  incomprehensibilities  do  not 
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meet  them  at  the  very  threshold  of  their 
inquiries.  Science  has  her  mysteries, 
which,  circumspect  and  sagacious  as 
she  is,  she  embraces  with  a  firm  and 
unwavering  assent,  and  why  should  not 
Christianity  have  hers,  the  province  of 
whose  sacred  tongue  it  is  to  reveal  to 
us  those  truths  over  which  are  naturally 
suspended  a  veil  of  awful  and  impene¬ 
trable  obscurity? 

Upon  a  foundation  like  that  which  we 
have  laid  above,  as  the  intelligent  read¬ 
er  will  have  perceived  to  be  the  drift  and 
object  of  our  observations,  we  proceed 
to  remark,  rest  the  discriminating  te¬ 
nets  of  the  Christian  faith;  the  sublime 
doctrine  of  a  ^trinity  of  persons  in  the 
Godhead,  that  of  the  incarnation  of  the 
Saviour,  the  mysterious  union  of  the  di¬ 
vine  and  human-nature  in  his  adorable 
person,  a  future  resurrection  and  final 
judgment,  and  the  immortal  existence 
of  the  souls  of  men  in  a  state  of  happi¬ 
ness  or  misery.  After  making  due  al¬ 
lowance  for  that  pride,  vanity,  over¬ 
weening  fondness  tor  discovering  a  su¬ 
periority  to  vulgar  opinions,  and  licen¬ 
tiousness  of  life,  that  makes  it  the  inte¬ 
rest  of  men  to  be  at  war  with  religion, 
because  religion  is  at  war  with  their 
passions,  which  are,  at  all  times,  the 
prevalent  causes  of  infidelity;  all  the 
doubts  which  have  been  entertained  of 
these  doctrines  by  those  persons  who 
have  at  heart  the  great  interests  of  truth 
and  mankind,  and  all  the  opposition 
which  has  been  raised  against  them, 
have  originated  in  misconceptions  of 
the  proper  mode  in. which  their  truth 
should  be  tested,  and  the  ground  upon 
which  they  rest.  We  admit  that  they 
are  incomprehensible  to  the  human 
mind,  but  maintain,  that  from  the  very 
nature  of  the  subjects  this  was  to  have 
been  anticipated,  and  that  while  they 
are  above  the  highest  efforts  of  reason 
to  compass,  they  are  not  contradictory 
to  its  soundest  and  best  conclusions. 
The  distinction  between  things  above, 
and  those  which  are  contradictory  to 
reason,  is  not  merely  arbitrary  and  in¬ 
troduced  by  divines  to  answer  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  their  systems,  but  has  its  foun¬ 
dations  deeply  laid  in  truth  and  nature, 
and  is  as  familiar  to  science  as  to  theo- 
logy.  And  yet,  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
that,  besides  the  circu instance  that  when 
men  first  set  themselves  forward  in  the 


pursuits  of  science,  and  have  learned  to 
trace  the  appearances  of  nature  to  those 
second  causes  which  produce  them,  they 
are  prone  to  rest  contented  with  those 
second  causes,  and  lose  sight  of  Him 
who  is  the  great  first  cause;  most  of  that 
atheism  which  has  prevailed  among 
mankind,  both  in  ancient  and  modern 
times,  has  had  its  origin  in  the  difficulty 
which  is  felt  by  the  human  mind  in 
forming  adequate  conceptions  of  .God. 
Instead  of  proceeding  upon  the  true 
principles  of  philosophy,  and  subjecting 
reason  to  the  task  to  which  she  is  com¬ 
petent,  of  examining  the  evidence  by 
which  this  doctrine  is  supported,  she  is 
hurried  precipitately  to  a  contest  to 
which  her  strength  is  entirely  unequal, 
to  obtain  a  mastery  over  the  doctrine  it¬ 
self.  It  is  easy  to  perceive  that  failure 
must  be  the  unavoidable  issue  of  a  rash 
attempt  of  this  kind,  and  w  hen  men  had 
allowed  themselves  tQ  think  that  the 
credibility  of  any  truth  is  tested  by  their 
capacity  to  understand  it,  that  failure 
would  lead  them  directly  to  atheism.  It 
is  by  a  similar  process  and  a  train  of 
reasoning  equally  objectionable  that 
mankind  are  led  to  deism.  And  let  it 
not  be  alleged  that  the  cases  are  entire¬ 
ly  difterent,  that  the  modes  of  proof  are 
unlike,  and  as  is  frequently  said,  it  is 
hardly  conceivable  that  there  should  be 
any  such  thing  as  an  atheist  in  the 
world,  since  the  works  of  creation  prove 
the  existencje  of  a  contriver  by  argu¬ 
ments  too  strong  to  be  resisted  by  any 
human  mind.  We  allow  that  the  modes 
of  proof  by  which  we  establish  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  a  God  and  that  of  a  trinity  of 
persons  in  the  Godhead,  as  well  as  of 
the  other  truths  of  natural  and  revealed 
religion,  are  diSerent  in  kind,  but  we 
affirm  that  in  each  case  it  is  equally  sa¬ 
tisfactory  to  the  understanding.  In  the 
point  unaer  discussion,  however,  it  is  to 
be  remarked,  that  we  are  not  so  much 
concerned  with  the  difterent  modes  of 
proof,  as  with  the  ground  of  objection 
which  is  assumed  to  the  doctrines  of  re¬ 
vealed  religion.  We  say  that  by  build¬ 
ing  our  conclusions  upon  a  similar 
ground  of  reasoning,  we  could  overturn, 
not  only  the  being  of  a  God,  but  with  it 
likewise  all  the  doctrines  of  natural  re¬ 
ligion.  W  e  cannot  give  credit,  say  seine 
persons,  to  the  doctrine  which  is  held  in 
most  Christian  churches  of  a  trinity  of 
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persons  in  the  Godhead,  because  it  is 
inconceivable  to  us  how  three  persons 
can  constitute  one  being.  Now  we  do 
not  hesitate  to  acknowledge  that  this 
doctiine  baffles  all  the  efforts  of  the  most 
exalted  reason  to  comprehend  it,  that 
all  the  attempts  which  have  been  made 
to  illustrate  it  by  similitudes  has  only 
impaired  its  dignity  without  making  it 
any  clearer,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  pure 
revelation  and  would  never  have  sug¬ 
gested  itself  to  any  human  mind,  for  we 
consider  that  all  the  attempts  which 
have  been  made  to  make  Plato  speak  in¬ 
telligibly  of  the  Christian  trinity  have 
proved  fruitless,  but  nevertheless  we 
are  not  prepared  to  give  up  our  creed 
on  these  accounts.  Besides,  it  is  incum¬ 
bent  upon  those  who  profess  to  believe 
in  the  existence  of  a  God  and  make  it  a 
ground  of  objection  to  the  trinity  that 
it  is  inconceivable,  to  give  us  adequate 
conceptions  of  God  and  disclose  to  us  a 
mode  by  which  we  shall  fully  under¬ 
stand  Him,  before  they  repose  any  con¬ 
fidence  in  an  argument  of  this  kind.  Do 
they  any  better  comprehend  the  God  of 
natural  religion  than  we  do  that  of  re- 
veailed?  Do  they  understand  a  being, 
who  exists  from  the  necessity  of  his  own 
nature,  has  neither  beginning  of  days 
nor  end  of  years,  who,  although  the 
cause  of  all  other  things,  is  himself  un¬ 
caused,  who  is  unextended  but  is  every 
where  present  throughout  universal 
space,  who  pervades  the  material  uni¬ 
verse  yet  is  unincumbered  by  it,  who 
without  one  of  the  organs  ot  sense  is 
sensible  of  the  operations  of  them  all, 
and  perceives  all  things  past,  present, 
and  to  come,  and  in  a  word,  lives  through 
all  changes  and  extends  through  all  ex¬ 
tent,  and  yet  remains  unalterably  the 
same?  No. — They  acknowledge  that  the 
powers  of  their  minds  are  lost  and  over¬ 
whelmed  in  the  contemplation  of  a  be¬ 
ing  possessed  of  these  attributes.  But 
the  proof  we  have  of  the  existence  of 
such  a  being,  say  they,  is  different  from 
that  by  which  we  establish  the  doctrine 
of  the  trinity,  and  no  man  can  be  so  mad 
as  to  be  an  atheist.  As  to  the  first  part  of 
this  proposition,  we  also  are  aware  that 
the  proof  in  these  cases  is  of  a  different 
kind,  although  .equally  conclusive,  but 
we  are  not  contending  now  about  the 
mode  of  proof,  as  we  before  observed 
and  think  necessary  to  be  repeated,  but 


about  the  ground  of  objection.  If  this 
round  of  objection  against  the  trinity 
e  a  firm  one,  it  goes  equally  to  the  ex¬ 
clusion  of  a  God,  and  therefore  by  prov¬ 
ing  too  much  amounts  to  nothing  or  re¬ 
futes  itself.  As  to  the  second  part  of 
the  proposition,  that  no  man  can  be  so 
mad  as  to  be  an  atheist,  however  fre¬ 
quently  this  may  be  heard  from  tlie 
mouths  of  deists  by  way  of  setting  oiF 
their  own  principles  to  the  greatest  ad¬ 
vantage  and  vaunting  their  belief  in  the 
God  of  reason,  not  only  is  it  unsubstan¬ 
tiated  by  facts,  but  we  venture  to  assert, 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  the 
principles  assumed  by  deists  lead  by 
unavoidable  consequence  to  atheism.  In 
regard  to  the  facts,  not  only  is  it  true 
that  there  have  been  such  madmen  as 
atheists,  but  passing  by  all  other  ancient 
authors,  we  nnd  Cicero  enumerating,  in 
his  treatise  from  which  we  have  t^en 
the  motto  to  this  disquisition,  a  long  list 
of  those  philosophers  who  doubted  the 
existence  of  a  God  and  also  of  those 
who  openly  and  boldly  denied  it,  and 
we  are  assured  that  Mr.  Hume,  in  mo¬ 
dern  times,  has  broached,  and  maintain¬ 
ed  principles  that  amount  to  as  rank 
and  poisonous  an  atheism  as  ever  sprang 
from  the  teeming  brain  of  Epicurus. 
When  men  are  once  prepared  to  assert 
the  presumptuous  claims  of  their  own 
powers  to  become  the  infallible  inter¬ 
preters  of  right  and  wrong,  truth  and 
error,  there  is  no  knowing  into  what 
wanderings  and  excesses,  an  unbridled 
licence  in  thinking  may  betray  them  or 
an  infatuated  reason  transport  them. 

In  fim ,  when  men  bring  as  an  objec¬ 
tion  against  the  doctrine  of  Christ’s  in¬ 
carnation,  that  they  cannot  conceive 
how  the  divine  and  human  nature  could 
have  been  united  in  the  same  person, 
let  them  inform  us  whether  they  under¬ 
stand  in  what  manner  the  human  soul 
and  body  are  united  so  as  to  form  the 
same  being,  and  what  are  the  myste¬ 
rious  bonds  that  connect  them  toge¬ 
ther;  and  we  shall  be  prepared  to  afford 
them  a  solution  of  this  mystery.  When 
they  tell  us,  that  they  cannot  embrace 
the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection  ot  the 
body,  of  a* future  judgment  and  the  im¬ 
mortal  existence  of  the  souls  of  men, 
because  they  cannot  conceive  hqw  these 
things  can  possibly  take  place;  let  them 
explain  in  what  manner  the  fcetus  is  ft' 
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shioned  in  the  womb  and  grows  to  ma¬ 
turity,  how  conscience  is  rendered  a 
check  upon  our  conduct  in  the  present 
life,  anticipating  by  its  decisions  a  fu¬ 
ture  retribution,  and  referring  to  those 
decisions  as  the  sanction  of  its  laws, 
and  how  the  human  soul  is  first  created 
and  continued  in  existence,  and  we  shall 
hold  ourselves  bound  to  solve  all  their 
doubts  and  clear  up  all  mysteries  upon 
these  points  also.  All  the  principles 
and  powers  of  nature,  are,  in  the  hands 
of  the  Almighty  as  clay  in  the  hands  of 
the  potter,  and  he  can  mould  them  into 
whatever  form  he  pleases  and  perpetu¬ 
ate  their  existence  as  long  as  he  chooses. 
The  simple  question,  therefore,  propos¬ 
ed  to  our  understandings,  on  such  points 
and  that  upon  which  turns  the  whole 
truth  of  revealed  religion,  is,  have  we 
sufficient  evidence  upon  which  to  ground 
the  belief  that  such  is  the  good  pleasure 
of  God  and  such  the  counsels  of  Infinite 
Wisdom?  When  this  question  is  solved, 
and  after  a  fair  and  impartial  examina¬ 
tion,  the  pretensions  of  Christianity  to 
truth  and  divine  authority,  are  ascer¬ 
tained  to  be  founded  in  solid  argument, 
all  difficulties  that  arise  out  of  the  in¬ 
comprehensibility  of  the  doctrines, 
should  vanish  before  the  force  of  right 
reason.  F.  B. 


_ MISCELLANEOUS. _ 

[For  tlie  Episcopal  Magazine.J 

Christ  rebuking  the  Wind  and  the  Sea. 

Many  of  the  interesting  miracles  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  were  performed 
in  the  town  of  Capernaum,  situate  on  the 
shores  of  the  sea  of  Tiberias,  where  his 
desciples  had  collected  around  him,  and 
immense  numbers  of  people  from  the  ad¬ 
jacent  country  went  to  hear  his  instruc¬ 
tions,  and  to  behold  the  manifestations 
of  his  power. 

On  a  particular  day  after  having  per¬ 
formed  many  cures,  ‘‘  He  gave  command¬ 
ment  to  depart  unto  the  other  side”  of 
the  sea.  The  disciples  ever  obedient  to 
his  directions,  made  the  necessary  pre¬ 
paration,  and  when  he  had  entered  into 
one  of  the  ships  they  all  followed  him. 

When  they  embarked  the  sea  was  calm, 
or  ruffled  only  by  a  gentle  breeze,  which 
they  fondly  hoped  would  quickly  waft 
them  to  their  desired  haven.  But  “  be¬ 
hold!”  On  a  sudden,  the  clouds  begin  to  ga- 
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Wind  and  the  Sea. 

ther  blackness;  the  swelling  tempest 
pours  its  fury  on  the  surface  oi  the  deep, 
and  the  surrounding  prospect  is  one  con¬ 
tinued  scene  of  wild  confusion.  TPhe  ves¬ 
sel  is  driven  before  the  fury  of  tne  blast.) 
Now  “they  mount  up  to  the  heavens,  they 
go  down  again  to  the  depths;  their  soul 
is  melted  because  of  trouble;  they  reel 
to  and  fro,  and  stagger  like  a  drunken 
man,  and  are  at  their  wits  end.”  The  af¬ 
frighted  mariners  ply  their  accustomed 
art,  and  use  every  means  to  prevent  im¬ 
pending  ruin.  The  storm  increases,  the 
best  endeavours  of  the  experienced  sea¬ 
men  prove  unavailing;  and  “  the  ship  is 
covered  with  the  waves.” 

“  They  that  go  down  to  the  sea  in 
ships,  and  do  business  in  great  waters; 
that  see  the  works  of  the  Lord,  and  his 
wonders  in  the  deep,”  can  form  some 
idea  of  such  a  moment  as  this — a  sinking 
vessel,  in  a  raging  storm.  One  hope  re¬ 
mains.  In  their  last  extremity  the  disci¬ 
ples  remember,  that  Jesus  Christ  is  with 
them  in  the  ship.  He  whom  thedar  before 
they  had  seen  restoring  the  sick  to  health, 
by  his  word,  and  on  other  occasions 
raising  the  dead  to  life,  they  hoped, 
would  be  able  to  control  the  raging  of 
the  elements. 

But  where  was  Jesus  during  all  this 
time  of  dread  confusion?  “  He  was  in  the 
hinder  part  of  the  ship,  asleep  on  a  pil¬ 
low.”  He  whose  heart  was  pure,  and  who 
“.knew  no  sin,”  could  sleep  amid  the  up¬ 
roar  of  a  storm;  no  guilty  fears  could  make 
him  anxious  for  his  personal  safety,  and 
a  perfect  confidence  in  the  protecting 
Providence  of  his  Father,  would  enable 
him  to  take  his  rest  under  any  circum- 
stances,.however alarming  toothers.  The 
disciples  came  to  him,  and  awoke  him 
from  his  sleep,  crying  with  all  the  im¬ 
passioned  eloquence  of  a  strong  appre¬ 
hension  of  danger,  “  Lord  save  us;  we 
perish.”  But  could  the  blessed  Saviour 
be  so  indifferent  to  the  safety  of  his  fol¬ 
lowers,  and  take  so  little  interest  in 
them,  as  to  sleep  while  they  were  on  the 

f)oint  to  perish?  No,  it  was  not  because 
le  was  indifferent,  but  to  afford  them  an 
opportunity  to  exercise  their  faith  in  fdm. 
He  had  raised  this  tempest,  and  com¬ 
manded  the  stormy  wind  to  arise,  only 
to  test  the  graces  of  his  disciples;  he 
laid  him  down^  to  sleep  that  they  might 
wake  him  with  their  prayers.  The  end 
now  was  answered;  though  he  had  occa- 
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sion  to  chide  the  disciples  for  their  want 
of  faith,  yet  they  had  been  convinced  of 
their  own  helplessness,  and  in  the  last 
extremity  haa  fled  to  him  for  succour — 
Now  raising  himself  from  the  place 
where  he  lay,  and  standing  up  upon  the 
sinking  remains  of  the  tempest  tost 
vessel,  He  rebuked,”  ov  c  arged  with 
majesty  “the  winds,  and  the  sea,  and 
there  was  a  great  calm.” 

Who  is  this  that  even  the  “  winds  and 
the  sea  obey  him.”  No  wonder  “  the 
men”  who  had  accompanied  them  in  the 
ship  “marvelled,”  who  would  not  have 
been  astonished  at  beholding  such  a 
scene.  At  the  word  of  a  man  the  impetu¬ 
ous  wind  rolls  back  upon  itself,  and  the 
agitated  ocean  in  an  instant  is  still — 
“  What  manner  of  man  is  this?”  It  was 
Jesus,  the  believer’s  hope,  the  Christian’s 
confidence;  it  was  he  to  whom  all  power 
is  given  both  in  heaven  and  on  earth.  It 
was  nature’s  iyod,  controlling  the  works 
of  his  own  hands. 

The  particular  point  of  instruction  af¬ 
forded  in  the  portion  of  scripture  above 
referred  to,  is  an  admonition  to  the  fol¬ 
lowers  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  that  though 
embarked  in  the  same  vessel  with  him, 
they  will  nevertheless  be  exposed  to 
r  storms  and  tempests  during  the  voyage 
of  life.  Reasoning  from  well  established 
principles,  we  might  suppose  that  if  any 
were  to  be  exempt  from  trouble  in  this 
world  of  sorrow,  it  would  be  the  humble 
disciples  of  the  Lamb,  who  by  faith  are 
restored  to  the  favour  of  God,  and  who 
may  hope  to  be  eventually  admitted  into 
his  presence.  Jesus  Christ  is  propheti¬ 
cally  stiled  the  Prince  of  Peace,  and  his 
promise  to  the  weary  and  heavy  laden 
18  rest;  we  might  conclude,  the  Chris¬ 
tian  has  the  best  ground  to  hope  for  a 
quiet  and  peaceable  life:  But  no:  these 
promises  have  especial  relation  to  a  fu¬ 
ture  state.  In  this  world  they  must  have 
tribulation.  “  As  many  as  I  love,  I  re¬ 
buke  and  chasten,”  says  the  Lord  Jesus; 
and  the  apostle,  “  If  any  be  without  chas¬ 
tisement  whereof  all  are  partakers,  then 
are  they  bastards,  and  not  sons;”  sufter- 
ing  seems  a  part  of  the  salutary  regimen, 
which  God  has  instituted  to  ettect  the 
cure  of  our  spiritual  maladies,  and  lead 
us  to  put  our  dependence  upon  the  Sa¬ 
viour  of  our  souls.  In  every  age  the  saints 
of  God  have  suffered  affliction,  and  it  is 
probable  tliat  wliile  the  present  dispen¬ 


sation  continues,  and  human  nature  re¬ 
mains  as  it  is,  this  will  be  the  case  under 
the  administration  of  grace. 

The  design  of  the  sufferings  of  the 
children  of  tneir  heavenly  Father,  (as  we 
must  suppose  that  God  always  has  some 
wise  purpose  in  every  thing  he  does,  and 
some  especially  important  object  in  the 
afflictions  of  his  people),  seems  to  be  to  af¬ 
ford  them  a  test  of  their  graces;  by  them 
their  faith  is  to  be  tried,  which  in  its  exer¬ 
cise  calls  into  action  every  faculty  of  the 
mind,  and  every  affection  of  the  heart. 
“  Tribulation  worketh  patience,  and  pa¬ 
tience  experience,  and  experience  hope.” 
Though  no  chastening  for  the  present 
seemeth  to  be  joyous  but  grievous,  never¬ 
theless  afterwards  it  yieldeth  peaceable 
fruits  of  righteousness,  unto  them  which 
are  exercised  thereby.” 

Under  all  their  troubles  let  Chris¬ 
tians  remember  that  Jesus  Christ  is  with 
them  in  the  ship;  though  he  seem  to 
sleep,  when  they  are  tost  by  the  tempest 
and  near  unto  death;  yet,  if  they  cry 
unto  him  he  will  awake.  His  ear  U 
open  unto  their  prayer,  and  will  arise  to 
rebuke  the  storm. 

Blessed  are  all  they  who  sail  with  this 
heavenly  pilot,  who  are  found  in  his  ship 
when  the  storm  of  divine  vengeance  shall 
rise,  and  when  with  an  overflowing  de¬ 
solation,  the  earth  and  things  that  are 
therein  shall  be  destroyed. 

[For  the  Episcopal  Magazine*] 

The  Star  of  Bethlehem. 

Brighter  than  the  rising  day, 

When  the  sun  in  glory  shines; 

Brighter  than  the  diamond’s  ray, 

Sparkling  in  Golconda’s  mines; 

Beaming  through  the  clouds  of  wo, 

Smiles  in  Mercy’s  diadem; 

Brighter  on  the  world  below. 

The  Star  that  rose  in  Bethlehem. 

When  our  eye’s  are  dimm’d  with  tears, 

’Tis  this  that  lights  them  up  again; 

’Tis  like  music  to  our  ears, 

’Tis  a  balm  to  every  pain. 

Never  shiues  a  ray  so  bright, 

From  the  purest  earthly  gem; 

Oh!  there  is  no  soothing  light. 

Like  the  Star  of  Bethlehem. 

Grief’s  dark  clouds  may  round  us  roll, 

Every  heart  may  sink  in  wo, 

Gloomy  conscience  rack  the  soul, 

And  sorrow’s  tears  in  torrents  flow, 

Still  through  all  these  clouds  and  storms, 

Shines  this  purest  heav’nly  gem, 

With  a  ray  that  kindly  warms — 

The  Star  that  rose  in  Bethlehem. 
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When  we  cross  the  roaring  wave  . 

That  rolls  on  life’s  remotest  shore; 

When  we  look  into  the  grave, 

And  wander  through  this  world  no  more: 

This  the  lamp  whose  genial  ray, 

Like  some  brightly  glowing  gem, 

Points  to  man  his  darkling  way — 

The  Star  that  rose  in  Bethlehem. 

Let  the  world  be  sunk  in  sorrow, 

Not  an  eye  be  charm’d  or  blest, 

We  can  see  a  fair  to-morrow 
Smiling  in  the  rosy  west. 

For,  this  beacon  hope  displays, 

For,  in  Mercy’s  diadem, 

Shiues  with  Faith’s  serenest  rays. 

The  Star  that  rose  in  Bethlehem. 

When  this  gloomy  life  is  o’er. 

When  we  smile  in  bliss  above, 

When,  on  that  delightful  shore  * 

We  enjoy  the  Heav’n  of  love. 

Oh!  what  dazzling  light  shall  shine 
Round  Salvation’s  purest  gem ! 

Oh!  what  rays  of  love  divine 
Gild  the  Star  of  Bethlehem! 

[For  the  Episcopal  Magazine.] 

Short  reflections  on  the  spirituality  of  the 

Soul. 

The  materialist  denies  the  spirituality 
of  the  soul,  because  it  is  commonly  at 
variance  with  his  moral  conduct.  Instead 
of  arguments  against  this  truth,  he  can 
allege  nothing  but  doubts.  “  Who  can 
tell,”  says  he,  “  if  thought  be  not  one  of 
the  hidden  properties  of  matter;”  and  this 
is  all  he  knows  of  the  subject.  For  itis  on¬ 
ly  from  the  ideas,  which  we  form  of  things, 
that  we  can  possibly  know  them:  now 
the  idea  of  matter  presents  nothing  to  the 
mind  but  a  compound  of  parts  divisible 
and  shapen,  a  substance  extending  in 
various  dimensions.  But  thought  admits 
neither  of  parts,  configurations,  nor  co¬ 
lour.  It  has  neither  surfaces,  nor  sides, 
nor  motion.  Thought  cannot  spring  from 
matter  as  belonging  either  to  its  essence, 
or  its  properties.  Not  as  belonging  to  its 
essence,  because  no  material  being  was 
ever  known  to  think;  not  to  its  proper¬ 
ties,  because  we  conceive  these  to  be  no¬ 
thing  more  than  the  various  combinations 
of  its  parts.  Every  material  being,  more¬ 
over,  IS  limited  by  a  determinate  space, 
thought,  on  the  contrary  disdains  such 
limitation.  We  have  certain  abstract 
ideas,  which  are  entirely  intellectual: 
such  as  the  ideas  of  being,  of  order,  of 
I  possibility,  of  good,  and  of  emL  These 
I  ideas  necessarny  exclude  every  sensible 
image,  and  of  course  suppose  the  exist-  j 
ence  of  a  simple,  and  purely  spiritual ! 


principle.  Again,  we  possess  a  consci¬ 
ence,  an  unavoidable  witness,  and  incor¬ 
ruptible  judge  of  our  actions.  From 
this  spring  remorse,  uneasiness,  and 
dread  at  the  commission  of  crimes  how¬ 
ever  secret  and  concealed;  hence  also 
pleasurable  recollections  of  virtuous  ac¬ 
tions.  We  have  therefore  within  us  a 
known  law,  and  an  involuntary  judg¬ 
ment;  now  judgment  always  supposes  a 
knowledge  of  the  law,  and  of  the  rela- 
i  tion  which  our  actions  bears  to  it.  And 
this  must  all  belong  exclusively  to  intel¬ 
ligence,  to  spirit.  I  feel  that  I  am  a  free 
agent:  I  choose,  I  deliberate,  I  determine 
as  I  please  and  violence  can  be  offered 
to  my  body  only:  now  every  material 
being  is  incapable  of  reflection,  deliber¬ 
ation  and  choice  It  is  endowed  merely 
with  passive  indifference.  The  soul  of 
man  is  therefore  something  distinct  from 
matter;  a  simple  substance,  a  real  being 
altogether  superior  to,  and  independent 
on  matter.  Against  this  truth  some  ca¬ 
villers  have  objected,  that  “  we  are  not 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  proper¬ 
ties  of  matter,  as  to  exclude  from  it  the 
faculty  of  thinking.’*  We  answer,  that 
the  very  essence  and  idea  of  matter  de¬ 
signate  a  solid,  and  divisible  substance 
j  capable  of  motion  and  configuration:  we 
can  conceive  no  otherwise  of  matter; 
whereas  thought,  desire,  or  doubt  can 
have  no  such  properties.  Devested  of 
these  matter  can  excite  no  idea  in  the 
mind;  exclude  them  from  spirit,  and  its 
purity  becomes  enhanced.  But  is  the  un¬ 
believer  himself  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  matter  to  assert  that  thought  is  one 
of  its  properties?  Can  the  most  profound 
disquisitions  into  the  nature  of  spirit  and 
matter  clear  up  his  doubts,  that  hang 
over  this  question,  or  invalidate  our 
most  precise  ideas,  and  constant  expe- 
riencer  As  well  might  we  pretend  tnat 
water,  for  instance  is  gold,  by  confound¬ 
ing  their  qualities  by  subtil  suppositions. 
He  may  say,  perhaps,  “  may  not  the  soul 
be  a  simple,  invisible  atom,  without  ceas¬ 
ing  to  be  material?”  The  answer  is,  that 
this  question  might  extend  to  God  also. 
A  material  atom  has  a  surface,  sides, 
parts  and  shape,  which  can  never  be  said 
of  an  idea,  or  a  desire.  A  thinking 
atom  would,  therefore,  conceive  as  many 
thoughts,  as  it  has  parts,  and  each  of 
these  parts  have  the  same  faculty  ad  in* 
finitum.  Besides,  either  repose  or  mo- 
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tion  would  be  required  for  a  thinking 
atom,  whereas  ratiocination  and  volition 
stand  in  need  of  neither.  Another  ob¬ 
jection  is,  “  that  although  we  can  readily 
conceive  of  the  union  between  two  parts 
of  matter,  yet  the  union  of  spirit  to  a 
portion  of  matter,  on  which  it  must  de¬ 
pend  for  its  operations,  is  inconceivable.” 
We  answer,  that  no  fact  is  more  evident 
than  this  union:  its  existence  clearly 
proves  it  to  be  possible.  It  presupposes 
nowever,  the  absolute  will  of  the  Crea¬ 
tor  to  have  ordained  this  connexion,  that 
certain  perceptions  and  sentiments 
should  be  occasioned  by  material  im- 

E cessions,  and  that  these  again  should 
e  excited  and  regulated  by  the  sensa¬ 
tions  of  the  soul.  This,  it  is  true,  is  a 
mysterious  part  of  nature,  but  a  parti¬ 
cle  of  matter  endowed  witn  the  think¬ 
ing  faculty,  would  be  infinitely  more  so. 
Again,  “  our  ideas,”  say  they,  “are  no¬ 
thing  more  than  material  pictures  like 
those,  which  are  drawn  on  the  retina  of 
the  eye:”  but  these  objectors  do  not  re¬ 
flect,  that  unless  the  soul  animate  the  eye,  I 
when  it  receives  outward  impressions, 
the  eye  itself  would  resemble  a  polished 
metallic  surface,  which,  although  it  ex¬ 
hibit  the  representation  of  outward  ob¬ 
jects,  will  not  be  said  on  that  account 
to  think.  Besides,  our  ideas  are  often 
independent  of  all  sensation,  and  these 
material  images  would  be  only  separate 
and  passive  beings,  like  grains  of  sand, 
incapable  of  forming  either  ideas,  or 
judgment.  Another  favourite  objection 
of  the  materialist  is,  that  “  animals, 
whose  souls  are  material,  think  and  rea¬ 
son,  and  why  may  not  a  material  soul  in 
man  do  the  same?”  To  this  we  reply, 
tliat  mere  animals  are  endowed  only 
with  instinct  and  sensations.  They  di{^- 
fer  essentially  and  immeasurably  from 
man.  First,  they  are  unacquainted  with 
God,  with  truth,  with  moral  good,  and 
evil.  "Secondly,  they  are  incapable  of  any 
degree  of  invention.  What  tliey  do,  they 
do  well;  but  their  mode  of  acting  is  fix¬ 
ed  and  determined,  and  admits  of  no  re¬ 
flection.  Those  which  appear  the  least 
industrious  are  in  fact  the  most  so,  as 
the  spider  and  the  bee.  They  never 
'swerve  from  the  laws  appointed  by  their 
Creator.  They  always  act  with  proprie¬ 
ty  without  being  conscious  that  they  do 
so.  Every  thing  about  them  shows  the 
wisdom  of  God,  but  nothing  indicates 


their  intelligence.  They  .are  made  t« 
act  by  hunger,  signs,  carresses,  and 
stripes,  but  never  from  principles,  which 
can  only  be  taught  ana  applied  by  im¬ 
material  substances.  C.  H.  W. 


To  the  Editors  of  the  Episcopal  Maga¬ 
zine. 

Having  met  with  the  following,  which 
I  presume  will  be  interesting  to  some 
of  your  readers,  I  beg  of  you,  if  you 
think  it  worthy,  to  give  it  a  place  in  your 
magazine,  to  which  I  am  a  subscriber. 

Respectfully,  S.  A. 

Southwark,  January  19,  1820. 

The  following  is  a  dissection  of  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments: 

Books  in  the  Old  Testament,  39 
Chapters,  -  -  -  929 

Verses,  -  -  -  23,214 

I  Words,  -  -  -  592,493 

Letters,  -  -  -  2,728,100 

Books  in  the  New  Testament,  27 
Chapters,  -  -  -  260 

\  erses,  .  -  -  79,959 

Words,  -  -  -  181,253 

Letters,  -  -  -  838,380 

Books  in  the  Old  and  New 

Testaments,  -  -  66 

Chapters,  -  -  1,189 

Verses,  .  -  -  31,173 

Words,  -  -  -  773,692 

Letters,  .  -  -  3,566,480 

The  Apocrypha  has  183  chapters, 
6081  verses,  and  125,185  words.  The 
middle  chapter,  and  the  least  in  the  bi- 
ble,  is  the  1 1 7th  Psalm;  the  middle  verse 
is  the  8th  of  the  118th  Psalm;  the  middle 
line  is  the  2d  book  of  Chronicles,  4th 
chapter,  and  I6th  verse;  the  word  and 
occurs  in  the  Old  Testament  35,535 
times;  the  same  word  in  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament  occurs  10,684  times;  the  word 
Jehovah  occurs  6,855  times. 

Old  Testament. — The  middle  book  is 
Proverbs;  the  middle  chapter  is  the  29th 
of  Job;  the  middle  verse  is  the  2d  book 
of  Chronicles,  20th  chapter,  and  the  13th 
verse;  the  shortest  verse  is  in  the  1st 
book  of  Chronicles,  1st  chapter,  and  1st 
verse. 

J\rew  Testament. — The  middle  book 
is  Thessalonians  2d;  the  middle  chap- 
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ter  is  between  the  13th  and  14th  of  the 
Romans;  the  middle  verse  is  the  17th  of 
of  the  17th  chapter  of  the  Acts;  the  least 
verse  is  the  35th  of  the  11th  chapter  of 
the  Gospel  by  St.  John. 

The  21st  verse  of  the  7th  chapter  of 
Ezra  has  all  the  letters  of  the  alphabet 
in  it. 

The  19th  chapter  of  the  2d  book  of 
Kings  and  the  S7th  chapter  of  Isaiah 
are  alike. 

The  book  of  Esther  has  ten  chapters, 
but  neither  the  words  Lord  or  God  in 
it. 


MISSIONARY  INTELLIGENCE. 

“  2?ie  following  late  and  interesting  in^ 
telligence  from  Africa,  is  taken  from 
the  London  Missionary  Register  for 
JVovember  last. 

Sierra  Leone. 

From  various  communications,  of  dif¬ 
ferent  dates  during  the  first  half  of  the 
present  year,  several  of  which  are  from 
Christian  labourers  now  withdrawn  from 
their  toil,  we  shall  extract  such  passa¬ 
ges  as  will  throw  further  light  on  the 
state  and  prospects  of  the  mission. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jesty^s  account  of  the  State 
of  Regen fs  Town. 

Mr.  Jesty  and  his  late  excellent  wife 
soon  after  their  arrival  at  Sierra  Leone, 

Kaid  a  visit,  in  the  beginning  of  April,  to 
Regent’s  Town.  The  description  which 
they  have  both  given  of  the  effect  on 
their  feelings  of  what  they  there  wit¬ 
nessed  will  convey  to  our  readers  a 
lively  idea  of  the  blessings  which  the 
gospel  of  Christ  has  conferred  on  that 
people. 

M  rs.  Jesty  writes*  to  her  sister,  from 
Regent’s  Town,*  under  date  of  April  5, 
1819.  “The  power  of  the  gospel  and 
the  efficacy  of  the  love  of  Chirst,  have 
excited  such  joy  within  me,  that  I  can¬ 
not  resist  giving  you  some  information 
respecting  it.  As  it  is  not  yet  deter¬ 
mined  where  my  husband  and  myself 
shall  be  stationed,  we  accepted  the  in¬ 
vitation  to  visit  some  of  our  friends, 
before  we  enter  on  our  important  work. 
This  is  our  first  visit,  at  Br.  Johnson’s. 
I  wish  that  I  could  find  language  suffi¬ 
ciently  descriptive  of  the  interesting 


scenes  which  we  have  witnessed  here. 
Indeed  they  must  be  seen,  before  the 
facts  will  be  credited.  Had  I  heard  the 
circumstances  from  the  best  authority, 
I  could  not  have  conceived  it  possible 
that  so  glorious  a  progress  could  have 
been  made  in  the  work  of  our  God,  as 
we  have  beheld  since  we  have  been 
staying  at  Regent’s  Town. 

“  On  Thursday,  the  first  of  April,  Mr. 
Johnson  sent  five  of  his  people  to  Free¬ 
town,  to  take  me  to  his  house  in  a  pal¬ 
ankeen.  While  they  waited,  we  heard 
singing;  and,  on  going  to  the  door,  found 
that  these  five  men  had  seated  them¬ 
selves  under  the  piazza,  and  with  uni¬ 
ted  voices  were  singing  a  hymn  to  the 
praise  and  glory  of  the  Redeemer.  We 
did  not  disturb  them,  but  returned  to 
our  room;  and,  as  you  may  imagine, 
with  feelings  of  peculiar  pleasure, 
that  the  songs  of  Zion  should  be  sung 
by  the  inhabitants  of  a  heathen  land. 

“  In  the  course  of  an  hour  I  set  off 
in  the  palankeen,  borne  by  these  liberat¬ 
ed  Negroes.  When  we  got  to  the  top 
of  Leicester  Mountain,  over  which  we 
had  to  pass  in  our  way  to  Regent’s 
Town,  I  requested  my  bear  "rs  to  stop 
and  rest  themselves;  and  then  took  an 
opportunity  of  introducing  a  religious 
conversation.  I  think  I  may  say,  that 
the  few  minutes,  during  which  we  rest¬ 
ed  on  the  mountain,  were  the  happiest 
that  I  had  then  ever  experienced;  be¬ 
cause  I  had  never  before  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  seeing  the  glorious  eflects 
wrought  by  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  on  the 
hearts  of  our  dear  black  brethren.  I 
was  much  astonished  to  hear  one  of  the 
men  (called  the  headman)  address  the 
other  four  in  language  truly  scriptural, 
and  of  godly  simplicity;  using  the 
words  of  exhortation,  and  strongly  urg¬ 
ing  the  necessity  of  the  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  cleanse  them  from  their  sins. 
He  spoke  much  of  their  depravity  by 
nature,  and  of  their  weakness  and  in¬ 
sufficiency  without  Christ — while  his 
little  audience  listened,  with  an  atten¬ 
tive  anxiety,  to  hear  the  truths  of  the 
Gospel  from  one  of  their  countrymen. 
I  was  much  affected  at  what  he  said; 
and  was  ready  to  exclaim,  ‘  Oh  how 
powerful  is  the  word  of  God!’  ” 

The  power  of  divine  grace  in  hu¬ 
manizing  and  elevating  the  mind,  has 
indeed  been  eminently  displayed  in 
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these  Christian  men:  for  Mr.  Johnson 
assures  us,  that  most  of  this  very  party, 
who  were  of  the  wild  Ebo  Nation,  had, 
about  two  years  before,  in  carrying 
Mrs.  Johnson  to  Freetown,  set  down 
the  palankeen  in  the  woods,  in  spite  of 
all  ner  remonstrances, 'while  they  set¬ 
tled  their  quarrels  in  a  fierce  battle! 

Of  their  entrance  into  Regent’s  Town, 
Mr.  Jesty  says — 

Just  as  we  had  reached  the  summit 
of  the  last  mountain  between  Freetown 
and  Regent’s  Town,  the  latter  place 
presented  itself  to  our  view.  As  I  walk¬ 
ed  down  the  mountain,  pleased  with 
the  enchanting  scene,  I  was  in  an  ih- 
stant  lost  in  ‘  wonder,  love  and  praise.’ 
Music  of  the  sweetest  kind,  and  poss- 
sessing  charms  which  I  had  never  be¬ 
fore  experienced,  burst  upon  my  ears. 
It  was  moonlight;  and  all  the  houses  | 
being  lighted  up,  I  inquired  of  brother 
Johnson  from  whence  this  sound  pro¬ 
ceeded.  He  pointed  to  the  church, 
which  is  situated  at  the  side  of  a  moun¬ 
tain,  then  opposite  to  us,  on  the  other 
side  of  a  brook  that  runs  from  the 
mountains  between  the  church  and  the 
principal  part  of  the  town,  over  which  j 
brother  Johnson  has  caused  his  people 
to  erect  a  strong,  handsome,  stone 
bridge.  The  church  is  a  fine  stone  build¬ 
ing.  It  was  now  lighted  up,  and  the 
people  were  assembled  in  it  for  even¬ 
ing  prayer. 

The  chain  of  the  mountains  that 
surrounds  the  town  resounded  with  the 
echo  of  the  praises  of  the  Saviour. 

I  hastened,  with  all  possible  speed, 
down  the  mountain,  and  up  the  other, 
to  enter  the  church,  where  I  found  up¬ 
ward  of  500  black  faces  prostrate  at 
the  Throne  of  Grace.  I  entered  with 
brother  Johnson;  and,  soon  ifter  Mrs. 
Jesty  arrived.  After  the  service  was 
over;  above  two  hundred  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  surrounded  us.  They  came 
in  such  crowds  to  shake  hands  with  us, 
that  w  e  w^ere  obliged  to  give  both  hands 
at  once.  So  rejoiced  were  they  to  see 
more  labourers  from  ‘  whiteman’s  coun¬ 
try,’  that  after  we  left  the  church,  and 
had  entered  Mr.  Johnson’s  house,  many, 
who  from  the  pressure  in  the  church 
were  not  able  to  speak  to  and  shake 
hands  with  us,  entered  the  parlour,  and 
would  not  leave  it  until  they  had  mani¬ 
fested  their  love  to  us  by  their  alfection- 
.  ate  looks  and  humble  salutations.” 


Of  a  Sunday  spent  at  Regent’s  Town 
Mr.  Jesty,  after  speaking  of  an  early 
meeting  in  the  church  at  six  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  thus  writes — 

"  At  ten  o’clock,  I  saw  a  sight  which 
at  once  astonished  and  delisted  me. 
The  bell  at  the  church  rung  for  divine 
service;  on  which  Mr.  Johnson’s  well 
regulated  schools  of  boys  and  girls 
walked,  two  and  two  to  the  church— 
the  girls  extremely  clean,  and  dressed 
entirely  in  white;  in  striking  contrast 
with  which  were  their  black  arms  and 
faces — the  boys  equally  clean,  were 
dressed  in  white  trowsers  and  scarlet 
jackets.  The  clothing  of  both  boys  and 
girls  is  supplied  by  government. 

“The  eagerness  of  the  inhabitants  to 
hear  the  word  will  appear  from  their 
early  attendance  on  the  means  of  grace. 

I  It  is  true,  there  is  a  bell  in  the  steeple 
of  the  church:  but  it  is  of  little  use  at 
Regent’s  Town;  for  the  church  is  ge¬ 
nerally  filled,  half  an  hour  before  the 
bell  tolls.  The  greatest  attention  is 
paid  during  the  service.  Indeed,  I 
witnessed  a  Christian  congregation  in 
a  heathen  land — a  people  fearing  God 
and  working  ris^hteousness.  The  tear 
of  godly  sorrow  rolled  down  many  a 
coloured  cheek,  and  showed  the  con¬ 
trition  of  a  heart  that  felt  its  own  vile¬ 
ness. 

“  At  three  o’clock,  in  the  afternoon, 
there  was  again  a  very  full  attendance: 
so  that  scarce  an  individual  was  to  be 
seen  throughout  the  town;  so  eager  are 
they  to  hear  the  word,  and  to  feed  on 
that  living  bread  t'lat  came  down  from 
heaven  The  service  was  over  about  half 
past  4  o’clock. 

“  At  six,  we  met  again;  and  although 
many  had  come  from  a  considerable 
distance  and  up  a  tremendous  hill,  I 
did  not  perceive  any  decrease  of  num* 
ber,  or  any  weariness  in  their  frequent 
attendance  on  the  means  of  grace. 

“  We  left  the  church  about  eight 
o’  clock,  and  returned  to  Mr.  Johnson’s 
house  which  is  close  by  the  church. 
While  at  supper,  I  heard  singing;  and 
on  walking  into  the  piazza,  ftund  that 
about  twenty  of  the  school  girls,  were 
assembled  under  it.  One  of  the  elder 
girls  gave  out  the  hymn,  in  an  impres¬ 
sive  manner,  while  a  younger  girl  held 
a  lamp.  After  we  had  supped,  the  girls 
in  a  very  respectful  and  numble  waji 
sent  up  to  Mr.  Johnson,  to  know  if  he 
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would  allow  them  to  come  up  stairs  in¬ 
to  his  sitting  room,  to  sing  a  parting 
hymn.  On  their  entering  the  room  Mr. 
Johnson  gave  out  a  hymn;  and,  in  a  few 
minutes,  1  think  we  had  at  least  120 
boys  and  girls  in  the  room  and  piazza. 
They  sang  three  hymns;  and  after  a  few 
suitable  words  from  Mr.  Johnson,  they 
departed,  pleased  with  the  favour  grant¬ 
ed  them. 

“Thus  was  our  last  Sabbath  spent  at 
Regent’s  Town.  Never  did  I  pass  such  a 
day,  in  my  dear  native  country.  Never 
did  I  witness  such  a  congregation,  in  a 
professing  Christian  land;  nor  ever  be- 
neld  such  apparent  sincerity  and  bro¬ 
therly  love.” 

Of  the  monthly  meeting,  held  on 
the  following  evening,  Mr.  Jesty  thus 
writes — 

“  Mr.  Johnson  and  myself  entered 
the  names  of  subscribers,  and  received 
their  mites;  and  I  cannot  but  notice, 
that,  in  one  minute  after  Mr.  Johnson 
and  myself  were  ready  to  receive  the 
moTiey  and  names,  we  were  surrounded 
by  several  hundreds  of  humble  friends 
to  missionary  exertions,  crying  as  it 
were  with  one  voice,  ‘  Massa,  take  my 
money’ — ‘  Massa,  Massa,  take  mine’ 
— ‘  Eight  coppers  one  moon.’  It  was 
indeed  a  pleasing  sight,  to  behold  a  peo¬ 
ple— once  led  captive  at  the  will  of 
featan,  devoted  to  gross  superstition  and 
folly,  embracing  their  gregrees  and 
trusting  in  them  for  defence,  and  once 
expending  all  the  money  that  they  could 
spare  in  the  purchase  of  these  false 
gods — now  conquered  by  the  love  and 
power  of  Him,  that  taketh  away  the 
sin  of  the  world;  and  now  with  cheer¬ 
ful  and  renewed  hearts  giving  of  their 
little  substance  to  aid  those  means, 
which,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  will  com¬ 
municate  the  privileges  of  the  gospel  to 
their  countrymen  also. 

“  From  these  few  poor,  and  once  in¬ 
jured  and  despised  Africans,  we  collect¬ 
ed,  that  evening,  about  2Z.  7s.  Oh,  my 
countrymen,  fellow-Christians  in  high¬ 
ly-favoured  England,  you  who  have  mul¬ 
tiplied  and  daily  renewed  comforts  and 
blessings.  Go  and  do  like%vise. 

Of  the  manner  of  closing  this  day 
Mr.  Jesty  says — 

“After  we  left  the  church  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  two  schools  retired  to  their 


schoolhouses,  and  the  rest  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  to  their  respective  homes. 

“  But  that  love  which  cometh  from 
above,  and  worketh  by  love,  has  taken 
such  possession  of  the  hearts  of  this  peo¬ 
ple,  tnat  they  delight  to  be  continually 
speaking  one  to  another  in  psalms  o.nd 
hymns,  and  spiritual  songs;  and  to  sing 
with  grace  it.  their  hearts  to  the  Lord. 

“  The  schoolhouses  are  situated  be¬ 
hind  Mr.  Johnsons’s  on  a  higher  part  of 
the  hill.  The  school  girls  assembled  in 
a  row  before  their  schoolhouse,  with 
three  or  four  lamps  dispersed  through 
the  line.' — Their  eldest  teacher  gave  out 
the  hymn,  and  they  were  singing  de¬ 
lightfully,— 

*  How  beauteous  are  their  feet 

Who  stand  on  Zion's  hill!' 

While  the  girls  were  singing  this  hymn, 
the  boys  had  climbed  a  Tittle  higher  up 
the  hill;  when  one  of  their  teachers 
gave  out  the  hymn— 

‘  Come  ye  sinners,  poor  and  wretched!* 

“  It  was  a  beautiful  moonlight  night, 
so  that  the  children  could  be  seen  from 
all  parts  of  the  town;  while  the  lofty 
mountains  resounded  with  the  echo  of 
their  voices.  I  was  walking  up  and 
down  in  the  piazza,  listening  to  them, 
and  anticipating  that  time,  when  all 
kings  shall  fall  down  before  the  Re¬ 
deemer,  and  all  nations  shall  serve  him, 
when  I  saw  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  some 
men  and  women  coming  toward  the 
children.  The  men  joined  the  boys,  and 
the  women  joined  the  girls. 

“  The  boys  and  girls  had  now  sung 
several  hymns;  and,  after  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes'  cessation,  began  again.  I  was 
thinking  of  our  Christian  friends  in 
England;  and  said  to  Mr.  Johnson, 
‘  Could  all  the  friends  of  missionary  ex¬ 
ertions  but  witness  this  scene,  they 
would  be  more  and  more  zaelous  for  the 
universal  diffusion  of  the  gospel  of  a 
crucified  Saviour;’  when  I  looked  round 
me,  and  saw  numbers  of  the  inhabitants, 
men  and  women,  coming  in  every  direc¬ 
tion.  They  joined  respectively  the  boys 
and  girls,  and  sung  for  some  time;  when 
the  boys  and  girls  retired  to  their 
schoolhouses,  and  the  men  and  women 
retired  to  their  homes  in  peace. 

“  This  is  a  great  work,  and  it  is  mar¬ 
vellous  in  our  eyes.  But  it  is  the  Lord; 
and  to  Him  be  all  the  glory.” 
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Mr.  Jesty  adds — 

“We  rose,  next  morning,  between 
five  and  sixo^clock,  and  attended  morn¬ 
ing  prayer  at  the  church.  After  the  ser¬ 
vice  was  over,  a  few  more  came  for¬ 
ward,  and  begged  us  to  take  their  cop¬ 
pers,  to  aid  the  cause  of  missions.  We 
collected,  on  this  occasion,  upward  of 
fifteen  shillings;  which,  with  the  collec¬ 
tion  made  the  evening  before,  amounted 
to  more  than  three  pounds.  Mr.  John¬ 
son  has  a  missionary  meeting  and  ser¬ 
mon  oiice  a  month,  on  which  occasion 
he  generally  collects  three  pounds.  Do 
not  these  poor  people  hold  forth  a  bright 
example  to  all  Christians?  I  have  now 
given  you  a  faithful,  but  imperfect  pic¬ 
ture  01  Regent’s  Town.  The  Lord  has 
certainly  blessed,  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
the  labours  of  Mr.  Johnson.  The  people 
love  him  as  their  father;  and  reverence 
him  as  their  spiritual  guide.  Should  a 
dispute  arise  among  any  of  them,  they 
come  to  him  to  settle  their  palaver,  and 
they  abide  by  his  decision.  He  seems, 
in  every  respect,  suited  for  these  people 
—unwearied  in  his  exertions,  and  an 
excellent  example  to  all  his  brethren.” 

We  shall  close  this  narrative  with  the 
further  testimony  and  the  pathetic  en¬ 
treaties  of  that  Christian  woman,  in 
whose  heart  was  kindled  a  zealous  flame 
of  love  to  her  Saviour  and  to  the  souls 
of  men,  but  whose  labours  and  sutferings 
on  earth  were  so  soon  exchanged  for 
the  rest  of  heaven. 

Mrs.  Jesty  thus  concludes  her  letter 
to  her  sister: 

“  The  love  which  these  people  mani¬ 
fest  among  themselves,  and  towards 
their  minister  and  all  faithful  missiona¬ 
ries;  their  anxiety  and  the  fervency  of 
their  prayers  that  the  gospel  may  be 
made  known  through  all  nations — these 
things  are  worthy  the  admiration  of  all 
Christians.  It  may  almost  be  said  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Regent’s  Town,  that  they 
dwell  in  love;  and  that  they  live  a  life 
of  prayer  and  praise  to  Him,  who  loved 
them,  and  gave  himself  for  them:  for, 
beside  their  meetings  for  prayer  every 
morning  and  evening,  the  hearts  of  ma¬ 
ny  of  them  seem  to  be  full  of  the  love  of 
Christ  the  whole  day;  and  when  thef; 
are  merry,  they  sinx  psalms:  such  vocal 
music  resounds  from  all  parts  of  the 
town.  A  dispute  is  seldom  known  among 
them.  They  have  every  one  of  them  cast 
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off  his  greegree,  and  nearly  all  of  them 
are  become  worshippers  of  the  blessed 
Jesus.  A  few  years  since,  all  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  this  place  had  never  heard 
the  name  of  Jesus;  they  went  about  na¬ 
ked;  and  were,  in  every  respect,  like 
the  savage  tribes:  but  now.  Oh  what  a 
happy  change!  •  they  are  all  decently 
dressed;  and  it  is  the  most  heart-cheer¬ 
ing  sight,  to  see  them  flock  together  in 
crowds  to  the  house  of  prayer. 

Mr.  Johnson  has  been  made  an  in¬ 
strument  of  incalculable  good  to  this 
people.  Under  his  ministry,  116  persons 
have  become  communicants,  and  1 10 
are  candidates  for  baptism  and  the 
Lord’s  supper:  these  will  be  received 
as  members  of  the  church  of  Christ  on 
Easter  Sunday.  He  is  very  particular 
in  his  examination  of  the  people,  before 
they  are  admitted  to  the  Lord’s  table. 

“  It  may,  indeed,  be  said,  that  num¬ 
bers  .re  added  to  the  church  daily:  for 
Mr.  Johnson  has  frequently  five  or  six 
of  a  day  come  to  his  house,  to  talk  of  the 
state  of  their  souls,  who  appear  to  be 
very  sincere.  During  the  few  d^s  that 
we  have  been  here,  upward  of  fifty  per¬ 
sons  have  been  to  tell  Mr.  Johnson  of 
their  troubles,  which  they  confess  in  af¬ 
fecting  terms: — “  My  bad  heart  trouble 
me — me  no  sleep  all  night — me  no 
peace — me  know  me  very  wicked:  but 
God  good  too  much — me  tank  God  for 
what  be  done  for  my  soul;  me  want  love 
Jesus  more — me  want  to  go  to  Jesus — 
me  know  nothing  else  but  de  blood  of 
Jesus  can  wash  away  my  sin.’  Such  j 
complaints  as  those,  from  these  lost 
sheep  of  Israel,  are  incessantly  brought 
before  their  worthy  poster;  who,  with 
attection,  directs  them  to  the  great 
Comforter,  and  advises  them  to  embrace 
that  gospel  which  is  the  power  of  God 
unto  salvation. 

“  O  my  dear  sister,  is  not  this  encou¬ 
raging  to  all  Christian  friends  in  Eng¬ 
land,  to  be  doubly  zealous  and  active  in 
their  missionary  exertions?  Let  me  en¬ 
treat  you  all,  to  be  unwearied  in  your 
eflbrts  and  prayers,  that  all  Africa  may 
become  as  Regent’s  Town.  This  is  the 
gospel!  O  send  forth  the  gospel,  and 
more  faithful  labourers  into  the  vine¬ 
yard  of  the  Lord!  Let  me  again  beg  ol 
you,  my  dear  sister,  to  pray,  and  not  to 
faint.  Let  the  interests  of  Christ’s  king¬ 
dom  be  ever  uppermost  in  your  heart. 
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Here  is  yet  a  wide  field  for  labour.  May 
the  happy  effect  of  the  gospel  be  felt  by 
all  benignted  Africa,  and  to  God  shall 
the  glory  be  given  for  ever!’' 

Boys’  School- House  burnt  down. 

The  school-houses  at  Regent’s  T^wn, 
being  built  of  wood,  were  exposed  to 
much  danger  from  fire.  That  or  the  boys 
was  burnt  down  a  short  time  before  Mr. 
Johnson  left.  The  girls’  school  also 
caught  fire,  and  received  considerable 
injury;  and  Mr.  Johnson’s  house  was  in 
danger.  The  wind  was  very  boisterous, 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  fire;  but  be¬ 
came,  in  an  instant,  so  calm,  that  the 
flames  ascended  perpendicularly.  Near¬ 
ly  100  boys  were  asleep  in  the  roof,  and 
had  all  to  come  down  one  small  ladder; 
but  every  one  was  mercifully  preserved. 

Substantial  school -houses  ot  stone,  70 
feet  by  23,  were  preparing. 

State  of  RegenVs  Town  since  Mr.  John¬ 
son  left. 

Mr.  Cates  and  Mr.  Morgan  were  ap¬ 
pointed,  as  has  been  stated,  to  taxe 
charge  of  Regent’s  Town,  during  Mr. 
Johnson’s  absence  in  his  voyage  to  this 
country.  Mr.  Cates’s  death,  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  July,  deprived  the  people  of 
the  labour  of  that  devoted  and  experien¬ 
ced  Christian. 

In  May,  Mr.  Morgan  writes  respect¬ 
ing  the  people — 

‘‘  There  still  goes  on  here  a  great  in¬ 
quiry  after  the  way  of  Salvation.  We 
closely  examined  several  candidates 
lately.  One  was  admitted,  in  whom  the 
evidences  of  true  religion  appeared  very 
satisfactory.  The  house  was  nearly  full 
of  those  who  desired  to  belong  to  the 
church  of  Christ;  but  they  were  dismiss¬ 
ed  for  that  season.  Surely  our  Saviour 
is  gathering  his  sons  from  afar^  and  his 
daughters  from  the  ends  of  the  earth. 
Circumstances  are  daily  occurring, 
which  prove  the  force  of  the  truths  of  the 
gospel. 

“  I  was  sent  for  last  month  to  visit  a 
communicant,  who  was  very  ill.  He  said 
he  thought  he  should  die,  but  he  desired 
to  see  me  first.  On  my  inquiring  his 
reason,  he  replied—"  For  several  months 
before  my  dear  minister  left,  my  heart 
tell  me  dat  ting  what  he  tell  about  Lord 
Jesus  no  be  true,  because  nobody  (mean¬ 
ing  no  one  beside  Mr.  Johnson)  tell  me 
Vox.  I. 


dis  ting.  But  when  you  come,  you  talk  all 
same  fashion,  dat  first  time;  and  den  God 
open  my  eyes.  Now,  I  tink,  suppose 
you  and  Mr.  Johnson  tell  us  one  ting 
about  Lord  Jesus,  den  I  sure  datde  Lord 
teach  you,  and  den  I  sure  all  be  true.” 
He  was  much  distressed,  lest  this  unbe¬ 
lief  should  not  be  forgiven. 

In  returning,  one  day,  from  some  du¬ 
ties  which  had  detained  me  in  a  distant 
part  of  the  town,  I  had  much  reason 
given  me  to  bless  God  for  a  striking 
manifestation  of  the  power  of  his  truth. 
A  man  was  resting  himself,  who,  I  ob¬ 
served,  was  suffering  under  much  bodily 
affliction.  Among  a  variety  of  questions 
which  I  put  to  him,  I  asked  how  long  it 
was  since  he  had  done  any  work.  "  1  no 
work,”  said  he,  "  since  1  come  dis  coun¬ 
try.” — "  Who  gives  you  rice  then?” 
"  King,  massa.” — "You  know,”  said  I, 
"  you  have  got  one  heart.”  "  He  live 
here,  massa!”  pointing  to  his  side. — 
"  Well,”  said  1,  "  what  work  your  heart 
do,  all  that  time  your  body  rest?”  He 
laughed.  I  explained  to  him  the  deceit¬ 
fulness  of  his  heart;  and  told  him  what 
must  become  of  him,  if  Christ  did  not  take 
away  his  evil  heart,  and  give  him  a  new 
heart.  The  poor  fellow  was  agitated;  and, 
moving  quite  close  to  me,  said, "  massa, 
all  dat  what  you  tell  me  live  in  my  heart 
be  true  too  much,  but  who  tell  you  all 
dat?”  He  has  since  been  to  us,  inquiring 
what  he  must  do  to  go  to  Christ,  and  how 
he  can  make  his  heart  run  away  from 
evil.” 

In  a  letter  of  July  7,  Mr.  Morgan 
writes, 

"  Inquiries  concering  the  way  to  hea¬ 
ven  are  very  numerous.  Many  come  to 
complain  oi  the  anguish  of  their  hearts. 
The  house  is  completely  filled  with 
those  who  are  desirous  oi  being  exam¬ 
ined  for  baptism.  Mr.  Cates  and  myself 
have  admitted  but  three.  Many  of  them, 
I  think,  do  indeed  believe  that  Christ 
came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners;  but 
do  not  as  yet  feel  themselves  to  be,  with¬ 
out  him,  lost  and  perishing  sinners. 

"  Two  or  three  have  fallen  away  from 
their  Christian  profession;  and  others  are 
not  sufliciently  manifesting  the  truth  of 
their  faith  by  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit. 
These  things  were  to  be  expected;  and 
should  put  us  on  the  most  vigilant  guard 
against  the  devices  of  Satan  and  the  al¬ 
lurements  of  the  world;  while  they  should 
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lead  us  to  a  simple  affiance  on  the  wis¬ 
dom  and  grace  of  Him,  whose  we  are, 
and  whom  we  serve.” 

Oppressed  with  the  gloomy  feelings 
which  often  accompany  the  labourer  un¬ 
der  these  trials  in  tne  disheartening  sea¬ 
son  of  the  rains,  Mr.  Morgan,  on  retir¬ 
ing  one  day  to  his  chamber,  that  he  might, 
by  secret  communion  with  the  unseen 
Saviour,  gather  strength  and  consolation, 
when  he  reached  the  stairs  he  saw  a  man 
and  woman  sitting  in  much  apparent 
distress.  Supposing  that  they  haa  some 
quarrel  to  settle,  he  said,  “  I  will  have 
no  palaver  so  late  at  night.  Go  home.” 
The  poor  woman,  bursting  into  tears,  re¬ 
plied — No,  massa!  but!  want  to  tell 
you,  my  heart  go  soon  to  fire,  suppose  1 
no  come  talk  with  you.” 

Appointment  of  two  Native  Teachers, 

We  have  had  occasion,  several  times, 
to  mention  the  names  of  William  Tamba 
and  William  Davis,  two  of  the  liberated 
negroes  at  Regent’s  Town.  These  two 
natives  have  been  taken  into  the  service 
of  the  society,  as  teachers  of  their  coun¬ 
trymen. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  missionaries,  held 
on  the  25th  of  January,  at  Freetown, 
Mr.  Johnson  stated  that  they  had  given 
most  satisfactory  proofs  of  their  conver¬ 
sion  to  Christianity  from  the  heathen  ig¬ 
norance  in  which  they  had  before  lived; 
and  that  they  had  long  cherished  a  desire 
to  visit  their  respective  countries,  in  or¬ 
der  to  make  known  to  their  friends  the 
lad  tidings  which  they  had  themselves 
eard,  and  what  it  had  pleased  God  to  do 
for  them.  Both  appeared  to  possess  abi¬ 
lities,  likely,  with  the  blessing  of  God, 
to  render  them  useful.  William  Tam¬ 
ba,  who  had  accompanied  himself  and 
Mr.  Cates  in  their  excursion  round  the 
colony,  had  conducted  himself  entirely 
to  their  satisfaction. 

William  Tamba  being  called  in,  the 
following  examination  took  place: — 

Do  you  wish  to  go  among  your  coun¬ 
try  people?”  “  Yes.”— What  for?” 
^‘To  talk  about  God-Palaver.”  *‘  Are 
you  able  to  do  that?”  Not  by  myself; 
but,  if  God  help  me:  I  can.” — “  Do  you 
think  he  will  help  you?”  “  If  I  pi^y  to 
Jum,  he  will.” — «  Do  not  you  thinfcyour 
present  situation  is  better  for  you?  Ma- 
ny  good  men  have  been  ill-treated  by  an 
evil  world.  Perhaps  you  may  be  caught, 


and  sold  for  a  slave;  or  you  may  be  kill, 
ed.”  “  I  know  not  what  may  come  to 
ass.  If  they  kill  me,  they  kill  me.  I 
now  what  I  go  for.” — “  Do  you  think  i\ 
is  God’s  will  that  you  should  go?”  ”  I 
cannot  prove  that:  I  am  full  of  fear.” — 
“  What  do  you  fear?”  “  I  have  a  great 
desire  to  go,  and  tell  them  what  God  has 
done  for  me;  but  I  sometimes  fear  that 
it  may  arise  from  my  own  deceitful 
heart,  and  that  I  should  do  no  good.” 

Of  William  Davis,  an  examination 
equally  satisfactory  ensued: — 

“  Do  you  wish  to  go  to  your  country 
people?”  “  Yes,  I  wish  to  talk  to  them 
about  Jesus  Christ.  When  I  remember 
the  state  in  which  they  are,  and  in  which 
I  was,  I  feel  sorry,  and  wish  to  go  and 
talk  to  them;  but  am  full  of  doubt.”— 
“  When  did  you  feel  that  desire  first?”— 
When  Jesus  first  began  to  work  upon 
my  heart,  two  Christmas'*  past.”— 
Dare  you  go  to  your  country  people 
alone?”  “  No,  I  cannot  go  in  my  own 
strength!”  “  Do  you  not  think  they 
would  catch  you,  and  make  you  a  slave?” 
"  Perhaps  they  would;  but  if  God  be  with 
me,  I  don’t  care.”— “  Should  you  get 
trouble,  or  contempt  and  ridicule,  could 
ou  bear  it  for  Christ’s  sake?”  “  Yes, 
don’t  mind  that.  My  countrymen  here 
have  laughed  at  me.  If  God  be  with  me, 
I  can  bear  it.” — Many  young  men 
from  Africa  have  been  to  England,  and 
been  educated  there;  but,  when  they 
went  back  to  their  own  countries,  they 
soon  turned  heathens  again.  Do  you 
think  you  could  resist  thi^”  "  If  Gou  be 
with  me,  I  can;  but  by  myself,  I  can  do 
nothing.” 

W'illiam  Tamba  and  William  Davis 
were  accordingly  received  as  native 
teachers  under  the  society,  subject  to 
the  approbation  of  the  committee  at 
home.  This  appointment  has  been  con¬ 
firmed;  and  Mr.  Johnson  has  received 
instructions  to  take  David  Noah,  a  third 
communicant  of  his  congregation,  into 
the  society’s  service. 

The  late  Mr.  Cates  wrote,  from  Re¬ 
gent’s  Town,  concerning  William  Tam¬ 
ba  and  William  Davis,  under  date  of 
Jan.  30,  1819,  before  they  set  forward 
with  him  on  their  journey  to  the  Bassa 
country:— 

“  Immediately  after  n^  removal  from 
Leicester  mountain  to  Regent’s  Town, 
I  went  with  Mr.  Johnson  and  William 
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Tainba,  on  an  excursion  round  the  colo-  also  rendered  assistance  to  Mr.  Taylor, 
ny.  Our  journal  will  have  made  you  ac-  at  Charlotte,  during  his  illness.  By  tnese 
quainted  with  the  favourable  reception  means  they  will  acquire  experience,  and 
Siat  we  generally  met  with.  It  appears  be  better  fitted  for  their  future  work 
that  the  f^arious  Gospel  of  the  blessed  among  their  countrymen. 

God  might  be  preached  through  a  con- 
siderable  extent  of  country  to  the  south 
of  us. 

William  Tamba  and  William  Davis,  Letters  of  various  dates  in  the  months 
two  of  the  communicants  at  this  place,  of  April,  May,  June,  July,  and  August, 
who  speak,  between  them,  all  the  Ian-  have  been  received  in  London  at  difter- 
guages  used  for  about  400  miles  down  ent  times,  from  his  excellency  governor 
tlie  coast,  have  long  had  a  great  desire  M‘Carthy,  and  from  the  society’s  mis- 
to  be  employed  in  travelling  among  their  sionaries  and  teachers.  Among  these 
countrymen.  have  been  recognized  with  mournful  as- 

That  these  men  have  really  been  call-  sociations  of  mind,  the  hand  writing  of 
ed,  from  the  grossest  ignorance  and  dark-  one  whom  we  must  now  call  the  late 
ness,  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth,  their  chaplain,  the  reverend  John  Collier;  and 
consistent  characters  and  lives  suffici-  those  of  two  very  estimable  characters, 
cntly  testify.  They  appear  also  to  pos-  Mr.  John  Brereton  Cates,  and  Mrs. 
sess  such  gifts  as  are  necessary  to  qua-  Jesty,  who  have  also  been  called  away 
lify  them  tor  teachers  of  their  country-  from  their  labours, 
men;  which,  added  to  the  desire  that  The  rains  of  the  present  year,  on  the 
they  feel  to  be  so  employed,  and  the  western  coast  of  Amca,  have  been  unu- 
opening  which  it  seems  to  have  pleased  sually  severe  and  uninterrupted,  beyond 
God  to  make  for  them,  encourage  the  those  of  any  season  within  the  memory 
hope,  that,  in  sending  them  forth,  we  shall  of  man;  and  sickness  and  mortality 
act  in  conformity  with  the  Divine  will,  have  prevailed,  therefore,  more  than  or- 
and  may  expect  the  Divine  blessing  to  dinarily,  among  natives  as  well  as  Eu- 
render  their  endeavours  effectual  for  ropeans. 

the  conversion  of  some  of  their  benight-  Most  of  those  persons  connected  with 
ed  countrymen.  the  mission,  who  had  arrived  in  the  pre- 

The  undertaking  is  attended  with  ceding  drys  in  the  colony,  have  been  at- 
considerable  danger,  especially  to  them,  tacked  with  fever;  and  some  of  them 
They  left  their  respective  countries  as  severely:  but  at  the  date  of  the  last  ad- 
slaves;  and,  should  theit  old  masters  vices,  the  greater  part  of  the  survivors 
hear  of  their  return,  it  is  probable  that  were  recovering, 
they  would  strive  to  regain  possession 
of  them.  They  consider  it  possible  that 
this  may  happen;  but  they  count  not  At  the  end  of  June,  both  Mr.  and 
their  lives  or  liberty  dear  to  them,  so  Mrs.  Jesty  were  much  indisposed.  Mrs. 
that  they  may  tell  their  countrymen  the  Jesty,  though  near  the  time  of  her  con- 
glad  tiding  of  salvation.  finement,  exerted  herself  to  the  last  in 

On  their  journey  with  Mr.  Cates,  very  the  female  department  of  the  colonial  or 
promising  opportunities  of  usefulness  Freetown  schools, 
opened  before  them;  and,  on  their  re-  On  the  1st  of  July  Mr.  Jesty  was 
turn,  Mr.  Cates  bore  the  following  testi-  obliged  to  call  in  medical  aid,  as  his  fe- 
mony  concerning  his  companions: —  ver  increased;  and  on  the  same  day, 

“  1  had  repeated  occasion,  during  our  Mrs.  Jesty  was  seized  with  fever.-  He 
journey,  to  admire  the  grace  of  God  in  himself  was  carried  down  to  the  lower 
both  1  amba  and  Davis;  and  hope  that,  part  of  the  house,  for  the  benefit  of  air, 
by  raising  up  such  men,  and  opening  and  to  leave  the  upper  apartments  more 
such  ways  for  their  exertions,  we  may  retired  for  his  wife;  but  this  proved  to 
conclude  that  it  will  please  God  soon  to  be  a  final  separation  between  them  for 
send  better  days  for  Africa.”  the  present  world. 

Tamba  and  Davis  have  since  regular-  She  had  said  to  a  person  who  wait- 
lyattended  the  school  at  Regent’s  Town,  ed  on  her,  “I  do  not  love  my  Savi- 
aud  have  visited  the  sick  there.  They  our  as  I  ought,  and  as  I  wish  to  do:  but 
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when  I  in  glory,  which  will  be  very 
soDn,  ho^  pure  will  that  love  be  with 
>^hich  I  shall  then  love  him.”  “  Tell 
dear  Jestj,”  she  said,  “  that  I  am  going 
to  glory;  and  that,  ere  long,  we  shall 
meet  in  heaven,  never  to  part  again.” 

She  now  begged  Mr.  Morgan  to  pray 
for  her.  Her  two  friends  had  scarcely 
kneeled  down  by  her  side,  before  her 
spirit  was  released  from  sufferings,  and 
entered  into  the  joy  of  her  Lord. 

This,”  says  mr.  Jesty,  “  increased 
my  fever.  I  was  not  allowed  to  see  her 
remains.  I  was  placed  on  a  cot  frame, 
and  carried  by  four  kroomen  to  Mr.  Col¬ 
lier’s,  where  I  remained  for  a  day  or 
two,  and  was  then  carried  back  in  the 
same  manner;  so  that  I  never  saw  my 
ever  dear  and  affectionate  partner,  after 
the  second  or  third  day  of  our  illness. 

“  This  was,  indeed,  a  trying  season. 
Nothing  on  earth  could  afford  me  com¬ 
fort:  but  through  the  mercy  of  God,  I 
was  enabled  to  pray  to  him,  who  doth 
not  affiict  willingly,  nor  gri  Vc  the  chiL 
dren  of  men. — He  heard  my  cry;  and, 
from  the  inexhaustible  fountain  of  love, 

floured  comfort  on  my  languishing  soul, 
ndeed  I  found  that  the  Lord  is  good, 
and  a  strong  hold  in  the  day  of  trouble, 
and  knoweth  them  that  trust  in  him.^^ 

Of  his  wife’s  death  Mr.  Jesty  says — 
“  By  the  testimony  of  man^  friends 
who  visited  her  during  her  illness,  I 
am  convinced  that  her  faith  was  won¬ 
derfully  strong,  and  her  death  truly 
triumphant.” 

A  few  lines,  written  during  her  short 
illness,  and  found  by  Mr.  Jesty  after  her 
deaths  sufficiently  attest  her  maturity 
of  preparation  for  a  better  world: — 

“  0  God,  my  Saviour,  and  my  all!  it  is 
in  thy  wisdom,  that  thou  layest  me  low, 
on  a  bed  of  sickness  and  of  pain — Thou 
alone  knowest  whether  it  is  on  a  bed  of 
death.  I  desire  to  lie  passive  to  thy  will 
— with  no  impatient  anxiety,  either  for 
life  or  death;  fully  assured  that  thou  or- 
derestall  things  well!  But,  dearest  Sa¬ 
viour,  the  love  which  thou  hast  manifest¬ 
ed  for  such  a  sinful  worm  as  1  am,  makes 
me  ashamed  of  my  ingratitude.  For  this 
and  numberless  other  transgressions,  I 
can  pnly  look  unto  Thee,  with  the  pub¬ 
lican,  and  cry,  God  be  merciful  to  me  a 
s  inner 

Mr.  Bull  writes  of  her — 

Not  many  hours  before  she  died,  I 


conversed  with  her.  Her  testimonies  to 
the  faithfulness  of  her  Saviour,  in  her 
dying  hour,  were  very  encouraging  to 
our  drooping  hearts.  Her  language  was, 
*  Jesus  is  mine,  and  I  am  his,  and  I  am 
happy!’  Many  gracious  words  which 
dropped  like  honey  from  her  lips,  will 
be  long  remembered.  Thus  drooped 
one  of  the  fairest  flowers  of  the  Mis¬ 
sion!” 

We  shall  close  our  account  of  this 
devoted  servant  of  Christ,  in  the  words 
of  Mr.  During:— 

“  Mrs.  Jesty  was  a  woman,  whose 
eoual,  in  every  point  belonging  to  a 
Cnristian  life,  I  have  scarcely  seen. 
Her  piety  and  amiable  behaviour  were 
such  as  drew  the  immediate  notice  of 
every  Christian.  She  was  a  character,  that 
could  not  but  be,  at  first  sight,  admired 
and  highly  esteemed;  and  was  an  orna¬ 
ment  both  in  the  church  of  Christ  and  to 
our  Society. 

And  as  her  life  was  truly  heavenly, 
so  her  dying  moments  were  triumphant. 
In  a  note  which  I  had  from  her,  while 
dying,  she  wrote—”  Though  I  am  but  a 
weak  vessel,  and  hastening  to  my  home, 
yet  I  believe  and  firmly  believe  that  my 
blessed  Saviour  will  give  me  grace  still 
to  drive  a  nail  into  his  spiritual  build¬ 
ing,  should  it  even  be  in  my  death;”-- 
and  at  the  committing  of  her  body  to  the 
grave,  the  Lord  graciously  fulfilled  the 
desire  of  the  soul  departed  from  it.  I 
never  have  attended  a  funeral  like  hers! 
It  was  certainly  very  solemn:  but  not 
any  thing  mournful  to  me,  nor  to  many 
besides.  After  the  funeral  service,  a 
hymn  was  sung.  Many  tears  were  shed, 
and  many  exclaim ea  that  they  never 
had  witnessed  such  a  scene.  Many 
young  people  here  at  Gloucester,  who 
knew  her  from  a  short  stay  with  us,  at¬ 
tended  her  funeral.  The  impression 
made  on  their  minds  is  not  forgotten; 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  eternal 
happiness  of  the  Christian  is  by  many 
of  them  sought  after.  In  the  evening  I 
endeavoured  to  improve,  from  John  xi. 
25,  26,  what  they  had  witnessed  in  the 
day;  and  have  reason  to  hope  not  with¬ 
out  a  blessing  to  many. 

[Similar  notices  of  the  deaths  of  Mr.  Cates 
and  Mr.  Collier  are  also  given  in  the  ”  Regis¬ 
ter,”  with  Reflections  of  the  survivors  on 
these  deaths,”  of  which  we  can  only  copy  the 
following.] 
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Mr.  During  explains,  in  the  following 
passage,  the  arrangements  which  have 
been  made,  under  present  circum¬ 
stances;  while  he  speaks  like  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  of  the  trials  under  which  the  mis¬ 
sion  labours. 

“When  it  pleases  God  to  visit  his 
people  with  fictions,  those  who  are 
His  will  be  best  seen,  and  distinguished 
from  those,  who  bear  His  name  but  are 
none  of  His.  How  great  is  the  real  Chris¬ 
tian’s  reward,  already  in  this  polluted 
world!  While  those  whose  hope  is 
only  in  this  life  are  terrified  by  see¬ 
ing  numbers  of  their  fellow  mortals  hur¬ 
ried  into  eternity,  the  true  Christian  is 
enabled  to  stand,  as  it  were,  like  a  child 
by  his  father’s  side,  and  see,  with  se¬ 
renity,  what  he  is  doing. 

“We  are  now  in  a  strait  again!  Most 
of  us  are  sick;  or  else  through  weakness 
unfit  for  duty.  The  brethren,  Morgan, 
Taylor  and  Jesty,  have  been,  for  many 
weeks  together  confined.  Brother  Ren¬ 
ner  officiates  in  Freetown;  brother  Ny- 
lander  has  his  hands  full  at  Kissey;  and 
I,  the  least,  have  to  share  my  labours 
between  Regent’s  and  Gloucester 
Towns  I  have  had  four  attacks  again, 
this  year,  from  the  fever;  but,,  thanks  be 
to  the  Lord  of  all  mercies,  who  has  ena¬ 
bled  me,  at  least  every  Sunday,  to  go 
through  my  w  ork;  brother  Bull,  who,  in 
June  and  July  assisted  me,  was  at 
length  also  laid  up  with  the  fever;  but 
thanks  be  to  God!  he  is  now  restored 
again,  and  able  to  render  assistance. 

What  I  have  said,  is  by  no  means  in¬ 
tended  to  discourage  you!  It  is  merely 
intended  to  rive  you  a  view  of  our  con^ 
dition;  and  1  would  humbly  say  to  my 
superiors,  be  not  dismayed  at  the  dark 
dispensations  of  our  God!  Fear  not;  for 
the  Saviour  shall  yet  see  of  the  travail  of 
his  soul  among  the  tribes  of  Africa.  I 
am  by  no  means  cast  down;  I  know  that 
the  Lord  can  work,  by  a  single  indivi¬ 
dual,  as  much  as  by  a  thousand;  only  I 
would  crave  your  earnest  petitions,  at  I 
the  Throne  of  the  Heavenly  Grace,  for 
us  the  survivors.” 

DOMESTIC  INTELLIGENCE. 

•9n  account  of  a  meeting  which  was  held 
at  Winchester^  Virginia^  on  the' 4th 
of  January ^  1820.  To  t^e  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  state  of  the  Churchy  and 


to  consult  upon  the  propriety  of  divid¬ 
ing  that  diocess  so  as  to  create  a  new 
See  on  the  West  side  of  the  Blue 
Ridge. 

Winchester,  Jan.  4, 1820. 
At  a  meeting  of  a  number  of  Episco¬ 
palians,  clergymen  and  laymen,  on  this 
day,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state 
of  the  church  in  West  Virginia,  the  revl 
Alexander  Balmain  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  rev.  Benjamin  Allen  appoint¬ 
ed  secretary. 

The  object  of  the  meeting  having  been 
stated  from  the  chair, 

rhe  rev.  Enoch  M.  Lowe  presented 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  six 
persons  be  appointed,  who  shall  take  in¬ 
to  consideration  the  state  of  the  church, 
in  that  part  of  Virginia  west  of  the  Blue 
Ridge  mountain;  and  that  they  report 
to-morrow  such  measures  as  they  snail 
deem  expedient. 

Whereupon  the  following  persons 
were  appointed  the  committee,  to  wit: 
ReV.  E.  M.  Lowe,  rev.  W.  Meade,  rev. 
John  L.  Bryan,  Edward  Colston,  esq. 
Obed  Waite,  esq.  and  Philip  Nelson, 
esq. 

And,  on  motion,  the  meeting  adjourn¬ 
ed  until  to-morrow  after  divine  service. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  5. 
The  meeting  assembled  after  divine 
service,  agreeably  to  adjournment. 

The  committee  appointed  yesterday, 
on  the  state  of  the  church,  presented  the 
following  report  and  resolutions,  viz. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  church,  in 
that  part  of  Virginia  west  of  the  Blue 
Ri^e  mountain,  respectfully  report, 
Triat  they  certainly  have  the  strongest 


reasons  to  return  tnanks  to  Aimi^nty 
God  for  the  state  of  prosperity  wTiicn 
the  church  now  enjoys  in  this  district  of 
country,  although  there  are  some  circum¬ 
stances  in  their  situation  which  create 
uneasiness  in  their  minds.  One  of  the 
most  prominent  of  these  circumstances 
is,  the  almost  entire  privation  of  episco¬ 
pal  visits.  Such  is  the  extent  of  this 
diocess,  that  it  would  be  difficult  for  any 
bishop,  even  if  not  charged  with  the  care 
of  a  parish,  to  discharge  all  the  duties 
attached  to  his  station.  But  th^ir  situar 
tion  is  rendered  still  more  destitute 
from  the  fact,  that  their  bishop  is  com¬ 
pelled,  for  his  suppprt)  to  take  charge  ot' 
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a  very  large  congregation;  who,  as  they 
alone  contribute  to  his  living,  claim  an 
exclusive  right  to  his  services,  and  view, 
not  without  uneasiness,  the  time  when 
he  is  obliged  to  withdraw  from  them,  to 
apply  to  the  other  parts  of  the  diocess. 
From  these  considerations  it  results, 
that  very  few  counties  on  this  side  the 
ridge,  have  ever  received  an  episcopal 
visit;  or  ever  had  any  attempt  made  in 
them  to  collect  the  scattered  members 
of  the  church  into  congregations.  Al¬ 
though,  from  the  success  which  has  here¬ 
tofore  attended  such  attempts  in  those 
districts  of  our  country  which  have  been 
blessed  by  visits  from  their  venerable 
and  much  beloved  bishop,  they  are  con¬ 
vinced,  that  such  visits  would  greatly 
contribute  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
church.  These  inconveniences,  great  as 
they  are  at  present,  threaten  to  be  in¬ 
creased  by  the  increasing  age  and  infir¬ 
mities  01  their  highly  venerated  and 
much  beloved  bishop;  which  will  proba¬ 
bly  render  it  impossible  for  him  to  de¬ 
vote  to  them  even  that  portion  of  his 
time  which  they  have  heretofore  enjoyed. 

That  for  these  evils  they  cannot  pro¬ 
mise  themselves  any  adequate  remedy, 
except  in  the  division  of  the  Diocess,  and 
the  establishment  of  an  Episcopate  on  the 
West  side  of  the  Blue  Ridge;— slu  object 
which  they  beg  leave  to  recommend  to 
the  most  serious  consideration  of  this 
meeting,  and  to  the  Episcopalians  gene¬ 
rally  of  this  district  oi  country. 

Your  committee  are  conscious  that 
even  were  it  desirable,  it  would  be  im¬ 
practicable  to  support  a  bishop,  without 
the  aid  derived  from  a  parish;  but  your 
committee  are  inclined  to  believe  that 
the  zeal  and  wealth  of  the  Episcopalians 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  would  enable 
them,  with  the  aid  of  a  parish,  to  effect 
this  object:  and  the  diocess  at  large  con¬ 
tributing  to  his  support,  would  thus  be 
entitled  to  a  portion  of  his  time. 

The  advantages  resulting  from  this 
measure  would,  your  committee  believe, 
be  many.  Besides  securing  a  frequent 
recurrence  of  Episcopal  visits,  and  sup¬ 
plying  an  important  part  of  the  church 
with  stated  services  from  so  respectable 
a  minister,  the  establishment  of  a  bishop 
in  some  convenient  place  on  this  side 
the  Blue  Ridge,  would  oft*er  a  point  to 
ministers  wishing  to  procure  settle¬ 
ments,  and  thus  render  more  easy  the 


supplying  those  parishes  which  are  no^ 
destitute.  Nor  can  your  committee  con¬ 
ceive  that  this  division,  so  beneficial 
to  this  part  of  the  state,  would  Be  other¬ 
wise  than  beneficial  to  that  part  also 
east  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  in  as  much  as 
by  withdrawing  this  large  district  of 
country  from  his  care,  our  venerable 
bishop  w  ill  have  more  leisure  to  devote 
to  the  remainder  of  his  diocess: — Your 
committee  therefore  recommend  the  fol¬ 
lowing  resolutions,  to  wit: 

Isf.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  all  the  members  of  this  meeting,  and 
particularly  the  clergy,  to  bring -^his 
subject  before  the  members  of  the  church 
in  their  respective  parishes;  that  they 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
fully  their  opinions,  at  a  future  meeting 
to  be  composed  of  the  clergy  and  four 
representatives  from  each  Vestry  to  meet 
in  Winchester  on  the  third  Tuesday  in 
March  neart. 

2nd.  Resolved,  That  in  the  mean  time 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  correspond 
with  our  venerable  bishop  and  the  stand¬ 
ing  committee  of  this  diocess,  to  ascertain 
their  opinions,  and  endeavour  to  procure 
their  concurrence  in  the  division  of  this 
diocess,  if  it  should  be  thought  advisable 
so  to  do. 

The  above  report  being  read,  thereup¬ 
on  resolved,  that  the  same  be  accepted; 
and  on  motion,  the  resolutions  recom¬ 
mended  in  the  same  were  severally 

.  Enoch  M.  Lowe,  Edward 
Colston,  esq.  and  Robt.  Page,  esq.  were 
then  appointed  the  committee,  under  the 
.second  resolution. 

On  motion,  resolved,  that  the  above 
committee  be  instructed  to  communicate 
with  the  people  in  the  counties  immedi¬ 
ately  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  to  ascer¬ 
tain  from  them  whether  they  will  con¬ 
cur  in  the  division  of  the  diocess;  and 
whether  any  portion  of  them  will  con¬ 
sent  to  be  embraced  within  thedimits  of 
the  new  diocess. 

On  motion,  ordered  that  the  secretary 
cause  five  hundred  copies  of  the  above 
proceedings  and  report  to  be  printed  for 
distribution. 

And  on  motion,  the  meeting  adjourn¬ 
ed  sine  die. 

Alex.  Balmain,  Chair. 

Attest  ' 

Benj.  Allen,  Sec’ry. 


adopted. 
The  Rev 
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The  Secant  Report  of  the  Managers  of 
the  Common  Prayer  Book  Society  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  managers  of  the  Common  Pray¬ 
er  Book  Society  of  Pennsylvania,”  in 
compliance  with  the  duty  imposed  upon 
them  by  the  constitution,  present  to  the 
subscribers  this  their  second  annual  re¬ 
port. 

In  the  month  of  February  last,  being 
apprised  by  the  committee  having  the 
cnarge  of  that  business,  that  the  first  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  8vo.  Prayer  Book  was  nearly 
distributed,  the  board  gave  directions  to 
have  a  second  edition  of  a  thousand  co- 

Eics  put  to  press,  and  when  printed,  to 
e  placed  in  the  hands  of  their  agent, 
under  the  direction  of  the  distributing 
committee.  In  the  course  of  a  few  weeks 
the  second  edition  was  printed,  which, 
together  with  the  books  remaining  on 
hand  at  the  close  of  the  preceding  year, 
furnished  for  the  operations  of  the  soci¬ 
ety  1033  copies. 

Of  this  number  there  have  l)een 
exchanged  for  smaller  books,  -  150 

Distributed  to  members  of  the  so¬ 
ciety,  . 302 

Delivered  to  orders  of  committee 
of  distribution,  .  -  -  -  Sf02 

Sold,  -  -  -  -  -  15 

Leaving  at  present  on  hand,  -  364 


1033 

Of  the  12mo  book  there  have  been  de¬ 
livered 

To  orders  of  committee  of  distri¬ 
bution,  . 521 

Sold, . 79 


600 

In  consideration  of  the  increasing  de¬ 
mand  for  the  small  book,  for  the  supply 
of  Sunday  schools  and  other  places,  the 
board  have  purchased  of  a  gentleman  in 
this  city  four  thousand  copies,  at  a  very 
reduced  price,  almost  all  of  which  re¬ 
main  on  hand. 

The  board  of  managers  would  con- 

Sjratulate  the  members  of  the  society, 
or  having  succeeded  in  establishing  an 
institution  which  promises  effectually  to 
supply  the  demand  for  Prayer  Books 
within  our  own  state.  Since  the  begin- 
ning  of  the  year  1818,  there  have  been 
I  distributed  to  subscribers  and  others, 
L  upwards  of  sixteen  hundred  octavo 


books,  and  nearly  the  same  number  of 
the  l2mo,  making  together  three  thou¬ 
sand  two  hundred.  A  large  proportion 
of  these  it  is  probable  would  not  have 
got  into  use,  in  the  ordinary  mode  of 
purchase.  Measures  have  been  taken  to 
give  general  information  to  all  the 
churches  in  the  diocess  stating  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  the  society,  and  the  terms  upon 
which  books  may  be  obtained.  When¬ 
ever  the  congregations  throughout  the 
state  shall  have  ^egultfr  ministrations, 
and  be  led  to  understand  the  peculiar 
excellence  of  our  public  ritual,  we  may 
hope  that  the  advantages  afforded  by 
such  a  society  will  be  rightly  apprecia¬ 
ted. 

The  managers  confidently  hope  that 
the  friends  of  the  society  will  continue 
to  encourage  its  operations  by  their 
annual  subscriptions  and  other  con¬ 
tributions.  Fora  few  years  it  .will  be 
necessary  to  depend  upon  the  libera¬ 
lity  of  the  pious  members  of  the  church; 
but  when  the  debt  contracted  in  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  stereotype  plates,  &c.  shall 
be  paid,  and  the  sale  of  books  increased, 
there  is  little  doubt  that  the  society  will 
be  able  to  depend  upon  its  returns,  to 
defray  the  orainary  expenses. 

The  board  will  take  this  opportunity 
to  urge  upon  the  members  of  the  society 
the  propriety  of  making  exertion  to  in¬ 
crease  the  number  of  its  patrons.  The 
subscription  list  is  yet  very  small,  in 
proportion  to  the  importance  of  the  ob¬ 
ject  in  view;  and  there  cannot  but  be 
many  who  only  need  to  be  informed 
that  their  assistance  is  wanted,  and  they 
will  be  glad  to  encourage  such  an  un¬ 
dertaking.  Every  Episcopalian  who 
wishes  to  supply  himself  or  his  family 
with  Prayer  Books,  will  find  advantage 
in  purchasing  of  the  society;  and  every 
well  wisher  to  the  institutions  of  the 
church  of  which  he  is  a  member  will  de¬ 
rive  a  satisfaction  from  reflecting  that 
he  has  lent  his  aid  in  the  support  of  an 
association  generally  useful. 

By  order  of  the  board.  ^ 

Wm.  Tilghman,  President. 

Remaining  on  hand  at  the  date  of 

the  last  report  and  since  print¬ 
ed  of  the  octavo  Prayer  Book  1033 

Of  which  we  disposed  of  in  ex¬ 
change  for  duodecimo  edition,  600 
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Distribution  of  Prayer  Book  for  18:9. 

8  VO.  12ino 

To  Dr.  Jackson  of  Northum¬ 
berland,  ^  18 

Episcopal  adult  schools  in 
Philadelphia, 

Female  Sunday  school  of  St. 

Jameses  church. 

Poor  communicant  of  St.  Pe¬ 
ters,  ... 

Episcopal  adult  school  of  St. 

John’s,  NorthSrji  l^erties,  12 
Sunday  school  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  city, 

Mr.  l)e  Haven,  for  Christ 
Church  hospital, 

Mr.  De  Haven,  jun.  for  Sun¬ 
day  schools  not  belonging 
to  Episcopal  churches. 

Rev.  Charles  G.  Snowden,  to 
be  sold  in  Mifflin  county,  18 
Church  at  Falls  of  Schuylkill,  4 
Female  Sunday  school  of  St. 

Peter’s,  -  -  . 

Rev.  C.  G.  Snowden,  for  dis¬ 
tribution  in  Mifflin  county, 

Rev.  William  Richmond  for 
Mantua,  -  -  - 

Do.  do.  Hamiltonville, 

Clerk  of  the  church  in  South¬ 
wark,  -  -  . 

Male  Sunday  school  of  St. 

Paul,  ... 

Rev.  William  Richmond, 
for  Falls  of  Schuylkill, 

St.  John’s  Sunday  school, 

Christ  Church  and  St  James’s 
^  Sunday  school. 

Rev.  E.  Plumb,  for  Northum¬ 
berland,  -  .  - 

Rev.  Samuel  Bacon,  for  St 
John’s  Sunday  school  (New 
Holland,)  -  -  - 

Poor  persons. 

Female  Hospitable  society. 

Rev.  John  Rodney,  - 
Bristol  Sunday  school, 

Mr.  Hodges, 

Norristown  church,  - 
Dr.  Jackson,  Northumberland, 

Rev.  Mr.  Clay, 

Poor  persons, 

St  John’s  church  Sunday 
school. 

Bishop  White  for  distribution. 

Dr.  Abercrombie  for  do. 

Rev.  G.  Boyd, 

St  Paul’s  Sunday  school. 
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Female  Sunday  school  of  St 
James’s,  -  .  - 

Bishop  Chase, 

Presented  to  Rev.  J.  Ravens- 
craft,  -  -  . 

E.  J.  Cole, 

Joseph  Mason, 

Rev.  Joseph  Clarkson, 
Delivered  to  subscribers. 
Exchanged  for  600  12mo, 
Sold  for  cash. 

Remaining  on  hand. 
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1033  600 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lexington,  Ken- 
jroi 


nsi 

lucky  from  a  gentleman  of  this  city 
now  on  a  tour  through  that  country, 
dated  the  9,5th  of  January. 

I  have  been  through  uie  principal 
towns  in  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  have 
only  just  reached  this  place.  It  is  won¬ 
derful  to  see  the  improvements  in  those 
states.  Bishop  Chase’s  house  is  at  Co¬ 
lumbus,  the  capital  of  Ohio.  He  is  doing 
much  good  in  the  cause  of  our  hitherto 
neglected  church.  He  travels  through 
the  state,  and  had  been,  a  few  days  pre¬ 
vious  to  my  arrival,  at  Dayton,  where 
he  is  about  establishing  a  church.  In 
Zanesville  service  is  at  present  held  in 
the  upper  room  of  the  courthouse,  and 
the  reverend  Mr.  Morse  is  located  there. 
At  Cincinnati  they  have  a  very  neat 
building,  and  a  good  organ,  though  not 
large.  The  reverend  Mr.  Johnston  is 
their  minister.  In  this  place  there  is  a 
church  considerably  larger  than  the  one 
at  Cincinnati.  The  reverend  Mr.  Burge 
is  their  present  minister.  Mr.  Ward, 
lately  of  this  place,  formerly  from  the 
eastward,  lives  at  present  at  St.  Louis. 
I  was  highly  gratified  in  observing  the 
strict  discipline  of  the  congregations  in 
Ohio.  The  forms  of  the  ,  church  are 
strictly  observed. 


The  treasurer  of  the  American  Bible 
Society  acknowledges  the  receipt  of 
1,574  dollars  and  62  cents  for  the  month 
of  January.  During  the  same  month  the  . 
number  of  bibles  issued  from  the  repo¬ 
sitory  was  2,857,  and  of  testaments 
2,081— Total  4,938,  valued  at  3,04^ 
dollars  and  82  cents. 


